1706-1709
1709: Following repeated accusations of fraud and mis-management,
Christopher Rich, the manager of the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, has had a
“Silence Order” imposed on him by the Lord Chamberlain, and his Royal
Patent has been taken away. The Theatre has been closed by official order,
and the building sealed. The acting company, anticipating such an event, has
been given approval to move to the four year old Haymarket Theatre - and
the Haymarket has been allowed to present plays (as opposed to musical
entertainments and operas) as a temporary measure.

1706: Edward Kynaston has died
at the age of 68. He was twenty
years old when the theatres reopened after the Restoration and
the King ruled that women were
allowed to appear onstage.
However, there was always a
shortage of women prepared to
undertake what was still regarded
as a scandalous and improper
career, so Ned Kynaston found a
niche for himself in the traditions
of the Elizabethan theatre. Samuel
Pepys said that Ned made “the
loveliest lady that ever I saw in my
life”. His youthful beauty attracted
fashionable ladies who used to
collect him after the performance
and take him - still in costume and
make-up - for carriage rides
through Hyde Park.
On one occasion ,when Kynaston
was playing the leading role in a
tragedy, King Charles II waited
impatiently for the play to begin.
He sent a message round asking
for the cause of the delay and
received an apology “that the
Queen was not shaved yet”.
In his middle years Ned Kynaston
began to play male parts and was
particularly admired as Henry IV
and Henry V.

1709: William Collier, Member
of Parliament, has obtained a
licence from Queen Anne to reopen the Drury Lane Theatre but first he had forcibly to eject
Christopher Rich.
Having
managed to do so, he next
discovered that Rich had
illegally sold all the scenery ,
costumes and properties. As if
this was not enough to contend
with, the leading actors
announced they were in no
mood to return to Drury Lane,
and were quite happy
performing at their temporary
home in the Haymarket Theatre.
Mr Collier is in some present
difficulty.

1707:
A new theatre has
opened in Totnes, on the River
Dart in Devon. It is intended for
occasional touring players.

1706: After nearly thirty years at the top
of her profession Anne Bracegirdle, one
of the first and loveliest of England’s
actresses has decided to retire. She has
been praised for her discreet private life
as much as for her excellence as a
performer. She was touched by scandal
(though not involved) when the actor
William Mountford was murdered in a
dispute for her love, and she has for
many years been living with the
playwright William Congreve, in whose
plays she has had notable successes.
Adored by the public and almost
universally admired by her fellow
artists, she is at the height of her fame
and still at the comparatively young age
of 44. However, the recent successes of
24 year old Anne Oldfield have
included the role of Millamant in
Congreve’s “Way of the World” - a role
fo r me r l y a s s o c i at ed wi th M r s
Bracegirlde. The latter has decided to
retire and leave the stage to the next
generation of players.

A view of the Dorset Gardens Theatre as it would
have been seen by a playgoer arriving by boat

1706: The 35 year old theatre,
designed by Sir Christopher
Wren, has finally closed. In
spite of its magnificence as a
building and a change of
name to mark the accession of
the Queen, it has failed to
make any money in recent
years. Since losing the Royal
Patent in 1682 the Dorset
Gardens Theatre has been
home to visiting foreign
companies for the production
of musical extravaganzas and
foreign operas, but as
audiences for this declined,
the Theatre was reduced to
staging acrobatic and wild
beast shows.

