1711: The Queen’s Theatre in the
Haymarket has now lost its right to
perform straight plays since Drury
Lane has re-opened, but has had
great success with an opera in
English called “Rinaldo” written by
a 26 year old George Frederick
Handel, a German who has now
moved to London. The opera is set
in the Crusades and has received a
lavish production which even
features live doves being released
on stage. Its success has been
overwhelming, and it has played
fifteen successive performances to
totally sold-out houses.
The
Queen’s has decided to devote itself
entirely to opera and plans to
become England’s first opera house.
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1710: William Collier, MP, has
handed over control of Drury
Lane after less than a year. The
acting company moved to the
Haymarket last year when
Drury Lane manager,
Christopher Rich, was forced
out of office, but the actors
declined to return under the
replacement manager, Collier.
Drury Lane will now be run a
triumvirate of actors, Robert
Wilks, Thomas Doggett and
Colley Cibber. Robert Wilks,
aged 45, is hard-working,
conscientious and a very
popular light comedian, though
he is known to have a very
fiery temper. Thomas Doggett,
aged 40, is a very successful
low comedian, and is known
for being parsimonious and
very mean with his money.
Colley Cibber is a 39 year old
poet, playwright and actor. His
plays include “Love’s Last
Shift” (which introduced the
character of Sir Novelty
Fashion) and “The Careless
Husband”, as well as a
rewritten version of
Shakespeare’s “Richard III”.
Cibber is a fashionable manabout-town, and is well
connected with the aristocracy
and wealthy patrons. The
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane,
also has the services of Anne
Oldfield - London’s most
popular actress. So, at last, it
looks as if Drury Lane can
recapture its former glory after
many years of dissension.

1710: The greatest
actor of the age,
honoured by four
monarchs, praised
for an incomparable
Hamlet, admired for
his
superb
management of the
Dorset
Gardens
Theatre and Drury
L a n e ,
a n d
universally praised
for his honesty,
wisdom, judgement
and
modesty,
Thomas Betterton
has died at the age
of
75.
His
encouragement of
new talent and his
exemplary private
life as well as his
magnificent
performances led
Samuel Pepys to
describe him as “the
finest actor in the
world”. He has been
buried in the eastern
cloister
of
Westminster Abbey.

British Museum

1710-1711

