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Flushed with his success in “Cato”,
Barton Booth has demanded a share
in the management of the Theatre
Royal, Drury Lane. Mindful of his
great drawing power at the box
office, Cibber and Wilks agreed to
increase the management team from
three people to four. However,
Th o mas Do ggett ad a man tly
refused, claiming
the existing
management could not allow itself
to be pressurised by a member of
the acting company whose current
success had gone to his head.
Doggett was out-voted, and
promptly resigned from the
Triumvirate.

Far right
Robert Wilks as
Wildair in
“The Constant Couple”,
a role he originated.
Right:
Thomas Doggett,
dancing the
Cheshire Round
Wilks was the easy-going
“perfect gentleman”, and
arbiter of disputes at Drury
Lane. Dogget was the Low
Comedian and an excellent
accountant.

She retired from the stage three
years ago. Her death, at the age
of 55, was apparently due to a
bite from her favourite lapdog
who, unknown to her, had
become rabid.
The illustration (left) is from the engraved frontispiece to “Hamlet” in Rowe’s Shakespeare,
published four years ago. It is said to depict Betterton and Mrs Barry and gives an indication
of the design, costume and stage business of Betterton’s productions. Of especial interest is
the “down-gyv’d” stocking and the overturned chair.
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1713: For Barton Booth in the title
role, Joseph Addison’s political play
“Cato” has been as astonishing
triumph. Members of the Whig
Party applauded to the echo every
line referring to liberty - this was
intended as a reproof to the Tories.
The Tories cheered equally loudly,
to prove they shared the sentiments
and in no way saw the play as a
satire.
As a result, they play ran for 35
nights and has made a major star out
of 32 year old Barton Booth.

1713: Elizabeth Barry was the
first outstanding actress of the
English stage. She made her
debut in 1673, and though her
first appearances were failures,
she eventually rose to the heights
as Betterton’s leading lady and
was acclaimed in comic and
especially in tragic roles. With
her strong voice and plump
figure, she was responsible for
the creation of many famous
roles and is said to have played
well over 100 different parts in
her career.
Though adored by the public, she
was not liked by her fellow
performers.
Her temper was
legendary, and she once stabbed
and wounded a rival actress on
stage. Her sexual appetite was
equally famous, but according to
actor, Tom Brown, “ Should you
lie with her all night she would
not know you next morning
unless you had another five
pounds at her service”.

