1743-1744

1744: It is reported that “Thomas
Walker has died at the age of 46.
In his youth he was a very
promising actor.
The part of
Charles in “Nonjuror” gave him
his first establishment.
The
ap p l au s e h e ga in ed fro m
performing the part of Macheath in
“The Beggar’s Opera” was, sadly,
fatal to him. He followed Bacchus
too ardently, insomuch that his
credit was often drowned upon the
stage, and by degrees almost
rendered him useless” .

1743 : Garrick’s opening night as Bayes in “The Rehearsal” was his first since his very public
quarrel with fellow actor, Charles Macklin. Macklin, seeking revenge, has packed Drury Lane
with his friends who were primed to boo, hiss and shout “Off, off, off!” every time Garrick
made an entrance. However, Fleetwood, the Drury Lane manager, had anticipated trouble and
recruited men from Hockley-in-the-Hole and the Bear Gardens - the lowest and roughest resorts
in London. Fleetwood’s men were instructed to deal with Macklin’s supporters with fists,
sticks and bludgeons. An enormous fight ensued in all parts of the theatre - but David Garrick
kept going right to the very end.
Charles Macklin has taken over as manager at the Little Theatre in the Haymarket and hopes to
entice the audience away from Drury Lane - where David Garrick is the star attraction. Once
great friends, London’s two top actors are now sworn enemies.

1744: In the one corner, Charles Fleetwood’s Drury Lane company
headed by David Garrick, Peg Woffington and Mrs Giffard. In the
other corner, John Rich’s Covent Garden company, headed by Lacy
Ryan, Kitty Clive, Mrs Horton, and veteran actor, James Quin. In an
astonishing series of “spoiling” events, each company is staging rival
productions of the same plays as soon as the other announces them.
This season has seen Garrick’s “Richard III” and Ryan’s “Richard
III”, Garrick and Peg Woffington as Hamlet and Ophelia and Ryan
and Kitty Clive’s counterparts, Garrick’s “Lear” and Quin’s “Lear”,
Garrick’s “Macbeth” and Quin’s “Macbeth”and Garrick and
Woffington as Lord and Lady Townley with Ryan and and Mrs
Horton in the same roles.
The public generally feels it has been a complete victory for Drury
Lane, where Garrick’s new “natural” style of acting is much more in
favour than the old declamatory style of the Covent Garden company.
However, the “war” has reduced both companies to parlous financial
straits and Charles Fleetwood is now forced to sell his Patent for the
Drury Lane Theatre.
(Left) Kitty Clive, leading lady at Covent Garden and chief rival
to Drury Lane’s Peg Woffington

1744 : A Grand Jury has recorded that Sadler’s
Wells is a place of “great extravagance, luxury,
idleness and ill-fame”.
Up to four performances a day are given to
enormous crowds. The enquiry was held followed
complaints from religious leaders and residents in
the Islington area.

1744: Birmingham has now acquired a second
theatre, with the new Smallbrook Theatre entering
into rivalry with the three year old Moor Street
Theatre.
York, too, has gained a second venue. A new theatre
has opened in Mint Yard and will run in competition
with the ten year old Tennis Court Theatre.

