1775-1776

1775 Philip Astley, the 33 year
old horse trainer and former
cavalry officer, has partially
roofed and seated his five year
old equestrian amphitheatre, and
opened it for “theatrical”
performances.
The venue is
sited in Westminster Bridge
Road. Astley has been a very
popular attraction recently with
his amazing displays of
horsemanship on his equally
popular horse, Gibraltar.

1776:
When Thomas Hull
discovered that his former fellowperformer,Mrs Hamilton, had
fallen into poverty and dire
distress, he created a scheme
whereby all Covent Garden actors
pay 6d per week and perform an
annual Benefit to provide a Relief
Fund for their present and former
colleagues. David Garrick
straightway did the same for
Drury Lane and these separate
funds have been in existence for
the past few years. Now they have
been merged and received a
Charter from Parliament.

1776: A new Theatre has opened
in Doncaster, and Manchester’s
new theatre on the junction on
York Street and Spring Gardens
will be a rival to its existing 22
year old King Street Theatre.

1776: Richard Brinsley
Sheridan, the young
and
extremely
successful playwright,
h a s
e a r n e d
considerable money as
a result of his three
great successes this
year. So much money,
in fact, that he has
bought out David
Garrick’s share of the
Patent at the Theatre
Royal, Drury Lane,
and has become the
new
manager.
Sheridan’s first season
opened on September
21st, with a revival of
his own comedy, “The
Rivals”.
Sheridan’s father was
at one time a theatre
manager in Dublin, and
his mother, Frances, is
an established playwright. In 1773 two of
her plays were produced at Drury Lane
by David Garrick.
The younger Sheridan
is clearly destined to
maintain the family
tradition.
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1775:
Richard Brinsley
Sheridan is the talk of the town.
The Covent Garden Theatre has,
this year, staged no fewer than
three highly successful Sheridan
plays - “The Rivals”, “St
Patrick’s Day” and “The
Duenna”. “The Rivals opened in
January and initially received a
cool reception, but it was quickly
withdrawn and re-written. It
then became the first of a trio of
great successes for the 24 year
old Irish playwright, who is the
son of Thomas Sheridan, former
manager of the Smock Alley
Theatre in Dublin.

1776 : David Garrick gave his farewell performance on June 10th. His last role was as Don
Felix in “The Wonder”. The news of his planned retirement shocked theatregoers, and his
farewell season was packed night after night. His very last performance was a night without
parallel in theatre history. In a final speech after the end of the play Garrick broke down in tears
with much of the audience weeping as well.
He has left an imperishable memory behind him. He has filled Drury Lane for thirty years with
great acting by himself and his company He has given many chances to new talent and made
many new “star” performers. He has found and made playwrights, and was himself the author
of more than 40 plays, revolutionised stage methods, cleared audiences from the stage,
employed great scenic artists and done much towards dressing plays in their proper costumes
and period. His contribution to British Theatre has been without equal.
But it is as an actor that he will go down in history. Equally brilliant in comedy as well as
tragedy, his Hamlet, Macbeth, and particularly his Lear were said to have raised the character of
the theatre profession to the rank of a liberal art. He is retiring to his house at Hampton,
claiming that at nearly sixty years of age and after 35 years on the stage, he needs a rest.
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1776: Mrs Sarah Siddons, engaged for Drury Lane after excellent reports of her performances
in Cheltenham and Worcester, has had a disappointing season. Her debut was as Portia on 29
December last year, and other roles have included Lady Anne in “Richard III” opposite Garrick
himself, but she has not caught on with the public. One critic has gone so far as to describe her
as “lamentable”.

