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1791-1792

1792 : The Birmingham’s New Street Theatre has burnt down, 18 years after it first opened. The company will move into the
Amphitheatre in Livery Street as a temporary measure whilst a decision is made on rebuilding the New Street venue. The
Amphitheatre has been nicknamed the Gentleman’s Theatre following its use for a very strange phenomenon- well-to-do society people
staging an amateur performance in a public theatre.

1791 : John O’Keeffe, the 44
year old playwright began his
career as both playwright and
actor in Dublin when he was just
15 years old.
His failing
eyesight ended his acting career
just eight years later and, shortly
afterwards, he went blind.
However, he continued to write
plays by dictating them to an
amnuensis. His latest play,
“Wild Oats”, which opened at
Covent Garden on April 16th,
has had an outstanding success.

1791 : Charles Dibdin has
opened a makeshift theatre in
Leicester Square. He is to be the
star attraction and is expected to
fill it with his one-man
programme of songs and comic
monologues. As well as being a
successful actor, Dibdin has
written several ballad operas and
hundreds of songs.

1791: Old Drury is now 117 years old and in
a shocking state of disrepair.
Theatre
manager, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, has
decided to close it down and build a
replacement. The final performance at the
old theatre was given on June 4th.
The company will move to the Haymarket
during the rebuilding, which is estimated to
cost £150,000. Some of the old planks from
the theatre will be built into the stage of the
new one, so they will still be able to claim
these are the boards which Roscius trod. The
money will be raised by issuing shares of
£100 for which each holder will have free
admission to the theatre (excluding
backstage), and a “rent” of 2/6d for every
day a performance is given in the next
hundred years.

1792 : Five new theatres have opened during
the past two years—in Chichester,
Gloucester, Rochester, Dumfries and
Guernsey. Meantime poor business has
closed the theatres in Cork and Durham.

1791 : The new King’s Theatre in the
Haymarket opened to the public on March
26th. It is so resplendent that it has been
dubbed “the best theatre in the world”. It has
opened without a full licence, and is only able
to present music and dance. However, when
the Drury Lane company moves in whilst
their new theatre is being built, the Lane’s
Patent will be automatically extended to
include the King’s Theatre.

1792 : When the King’s Theatre burnt down
in 1789, the Pantheon became the new home
for the King’s Opera Company. Last year the
opera moved back to its splendid fully rebuilt
home, and now the Pantheon itself has burnt
down.
Work has already begun on a
replacement building.
Observers of the ruins on the morning after
the fire were fascinated by the vast clusters of
icicles, 12 to 15 feet long, which were
hanging from the gutted building. The heavy
overnight frost had turned the jets of water
from the fire engines into an amazing display.

