1810-1811

1811: George Frederick
Cooke’s performance as
Richard III at Covent
Garden in 1800 was so
brilliant that Kemble
refused ever to play the
part again. However, his
drunkeness and erratic
behaviour rapidly began
to interfere with his
career.
He was too
drunk to go on in “Love
a la Mode” and left
London for New York to
escape the ensuing
scandal. In New York he
was so drunk in a
performance of “Cato”
that he was booed off the
stage.
He recently
returned to America to
give lectures on the evils
of alcohol, and has died
in New York at the age
of 54, allegedly after an
e x c e s s i v e d r in k in g
session.
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1810 : Samuel Whitbread, the brewer and Member of
Parliament, has formed a Committee to raise funds to re-build
the Drury Lane Theatre. His Committee includes Lord
Holland, the Hon. Douglas Kinnaird and Lord Byron. He has
excluded Sheridan from the committee after a full audit has
revealed the staggering extent of debts and accumulated losses
under Sheridan’s management.
Debts on the Theatre Royal Drury Lane amount to £436,971 and Samuel Whitbread has to find a further £42,000 to buy out
the existing patentees if he is to succeed in making a
completely fresh start with a new theatre. The Duke of
Bedford has waived his claim for unpaid rent, and many of the
1791 shareholders have followed suit. Accordingly, the
Whitbread Committee have to raise the sum of £300,000
liquidate the debts, build a new theatre, and stock it with all
the necessary requisites. This is a seemingly impossible task,
but Samuel Whitbread is an extraordinary man who might just
achieve the impossible.
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1810 : The 38 year old King’s Concert Rooms in Tottenham
Street have been converted into a theatre. Although they were
very popular in their early years, the music rooms have been
used less frequently as time has gone by. From 1802 the
Rooms were used for amateur plays by a group called the PicNics, and two years ago they housed a circus. The new theatre
has been created by Mr Paul, a gunsmith, whose wife has
ambitions to act.

1811: A special Act of Parliament allows the
old Royal Patent to be considered dormant
and has granted a special licence to Samuel
Whitbread, Peter Moore and Harvey
Christian Coombe to allow them to build a
new theatre in Drury Lane.
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1811 : Robert Coates is a 39 year old West
Indian who is both very wealthy and very
deluded. He believes himself to be a great
actor and last year rented the Theatre Royal,
Bath and hired a company of actors to
support him whilst he performed Romeo and
Lothario. The audience thought him the
funniest thing they had ever seen, and
Robert Coates mistook their hilarity for
acclaim. Accordingly, he took his company
on a provincial tour and has finally rented
the Haymarket Theatre for his London
debut. His Romeo wears red pantaloons, a
bright blue spangled coat and a full bottom
wig under a tall hat. He has become the
laughing stock of the town.

