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1834 : The Royal Lyceum and English Opera House, closed by fire four years ago, has now been rebuilt on
a site slightly to the west of the first building. It has been designed by Samuel Beazley.

1835 : The last ten years have seen a
dramatic decline in theatre business
both in London and the provinces.
Many of the old circuit theatres have
been forced to close, many managers
have gone bankrupt, several theatres
have closed or are standing empty.
The profession has never before
experienced such a sustained and
radical change in theatre attendances,
and no one can offer a real explanation.
All manner of reasons have been
suggested. Many feel that Society
itself is changing because of industrial
developments, and point to whole
communities moving to new areas to
find work.
Another reason could be the growth of
religious movements like Methodism,
which are creating a middle-class
opposition to theatre. Many feel that
the “star” system has created exorbitant
fees for leading actors, and this means
that provincial theatres can no longer
afford to attract “name” performers and
are consequently suffering a loss in
business. It is also said that operas,
melodrama and “spectacular” effects
have replaced standard plays and no
new writers have come forward to
replenish the national drama.
Whatever the reasons, theatre business
seems to be at its lowest point since the
Restoration.

1834 : Charles Matthews has died in Liverpool having just returned from a highly
successful American tour. The 59 year old actor spent many years at Drury Lane and
Covent Garden, where it is said he played more than 400 different roles. In 1808 he
pioneered a new form of entertainment - a one-man show consisting of songs and
monologues revealing his wide range of mimicry and characterisation. He had great
success in both England and America, and had just returned from his second USA tour
when he died shortly after his ship docked He leaves a son, Charles James Matthews who
is expected to take over the management of the Adelphi Theatre in succession to his father.

1834 : The 52 year old violin virtuoso
Niccolo Paganini has been filling theatres
and concert halls throughout Europe for
several years, and every London visit has
occasioned wild scenes of enthusiasm.
The former child prodigy is said to
possess violin skills of a superhuman
nature - some have even claimed he must
be in league with the Devil. His farewell
performance was a sensational event with
enthusiastic crowds following him back to
his hotel, cheering him all the way.

1835 : The last of the country’s beargardens are to be closed following a legal
ban on the spectacle. Although the
famous Bankside Bear Gardens closed in
the 1670s and the sport has all but
disappeared, there are still a few venues
throughout the country which offer this
dubious attraction to the public.

1834 : A fault in the gas lighting caused a
major fire at Sadler’s Wells. Fortunately
the blaze was confined to the scenery areas.
Plans have already been announced for a
major renovation of the building, which is
now 69 years old. This year sees the 150th
anniversary of the first entertainment house
built on the site.

1834 :
Charles Dibdin’s Sans-Souci
Theatre has finally closed . For its first eight
years Dibdin had great success with his
one-man shows, but then he sold it and for
nearly 30 years it has been mainly used by
amateurs. A professional vaudeville
company moved in two years ago, but that
failed to make any money. The theatre has
recently been hired to a troupe of French
players but it is now empty and facing
demolition.

