1840-1841

1840, 30 Sept : The Princess’s
Theatre has opened in Oxford
Street. It was named in honour of
the Princess Victoria, though it has
taken so long to build that the
Princess has meanwhile become
the Queen. The new theatre is
built on the site of the Royal
Bazaar, and has opened as a
promenade concert hall awaiting a
licence for theatrical use.

1841 : The enormous success of
“London Assurance” at Covent
Garden has had all theatrical
London guessing at the identity of
its author, “Lee Moreton”. The
pseudonym has been revealed as
that of Dionysius Boucicault, a 20
year old Irish actor. This is his first
play, and it is proving to be the
biggest comedy success for many
years.

1841 : A 21 year old tragedienne
from the Comedie Francaise has
become the greatest attraction of the
London Season. Performing, in
French, as Camille in “Horace”, this
former orphan and street-singer is
being acclaimed as a truly great
actress.

1840 : The actress Fanny Kelly has
built a small theatre in Dean Street,
Soho to be used as part of her
school of acting.
The stage
machinery is worked by a horse.
Neighbours are complaining about
the noise caused by this new
business.

1840 : The irrepressible showman, Alfred Bunn, was finally declared bankrupt and his lease on
Drury Lane was taken over by W.H. Hammond - a comedian who has been running the
unlicensed Strand Theatre. Hammond announced a return to classic plays at Drury Lane, and the
new season opened on January 20th with Macready as Macbeth, Phelps as Macduff and Mrs
Warner as Lady Macbeth. This was followed by a production of “Mary Stuart”.
Just six weeks later Hammond himself was declared bankrupt. His season of classic plays was a
total disaster, and lost £8,000 . Two bankruptcies in six weeks has left the theatre standing dark,
with no one expressing any interest in taking it over.

1840 : The troubled Drury Lane Theatre has stood
empty for most of this year, but as Christmas
approached, it was announced that the leading
tragedian of the English stage, 48 year old William
Charles Macready, has taken over the lease and has
become the new manager The opening production is to
be “The Merchant of Venice” with Macready as
Shylock.

1841 : The famous circus rider Andrew Ducrow has
suffered a great loss with the burning down of his
Amphitheatre. Originally known as Astley’s, and then
as Davis’s Amphitheatre after the death of Astley, this
is the fifth time the venue has been suffered a fire.
Ducrow is said to be a very sick man, and this loss is
expected to kill him.

1841 : No. 43 King
Street Covent Garden,
once the home of Sir
Thomas Killigrew,
founder of Drury Lane,
and from 1774 one of
the first hotels in
London, has now been
converted into Evans’s,
late Joys. W.H.Evans
is
the
current
proprietor, Mr Joy was
the previous, hence the
name. It is to be a
music hall- more
elegant than the Eagle,
aimed at the “West
End” clientele. It is
likely
to
help
popularise the new
m u s i c
h a l l
entertainment amongst
the
mi d d l e
and
professional classes.

1840 : Handsome, high-spirited, and a
great favourite for his Irish comedy
roles, Tyrone Power has been
drowned in the sinking of the SS
President on his way back from his
third American tour. He was 46 years
old and leaves a wife and eight
children. His famous roles include
Lucius O’Trigger, Major O’Flaherty
and Dr. O’Toole at Drury Lane,
Covent Garden and the Haymarket.
He was the author of several plays
including “St Patrick’s Eve”, and
“O’Flannigan and the Fairies”. In
addition to being a box office
attraction in Great Britain, he was
very successful in Ireland and
America.
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1840: During the 1839/40 season
at Covent Garden, Madame
Vestris and Charles Matthews
had 684 employees on the
payroll, including 80 actors, 89
supers, 116 in wardrobe and 199
technical staff.

