1857--1858

The new Opera House in Covent Garden. The elegant “Floral Pavilion” can be seen on the left of the theatre.

1858 : In the past two years another 33
music halls have opened in London.
These include major venues like the
Royal Holborn - a serious rival to
Morton’s Canterbury Music Hall - and
smaller venues like the Britannia,
Hoxton and the Hungerford Palace in
Charing Cross.
There are now
approaching 450 music halls in London
alone - and many others have opened
throughout the country, including the
Britannia in Glasgow.

1858 : Sixteen people were killed and
many more injured in a false alarm of
fire which started a stampede. The
incident took place in the gallery of the
Royal Victoria Theatre at Waterloo - the
theatre was known until recently as the
Royal Coburg.

1857: Charles Kean’s opening season at the Princess’s
Theatre, Oxford Street is predominantly a Shakespearean
one. The Eton educated son of the famous Edmund Kean
takes a much more scholarly approach to Shakespeare
than his father . During the run of “Richard II” Charles
Kean was made a Fellow of the Society of Antiquarians
for his work in historical accuracy in his productions.

1857 : Douglas William Jerrold has died, aged 54. Since
the founding of the magazine “Punch”, he has written
virtually nothing for the theatre, but his earlier plays are
still being performed throughout the country. He wrote
“Paul Pry” (1827), “Fifteen Years of a Drunkard’s
Life” (1828) and the enormously successful “Black Eyed
Susan” (1829). After service as a midshipman in the
Navy, he was engaged to write plays for the Coburg
Theatre, and from 1829 for the Surrey Theatre. From
1841 he wrote for “Punch” under the pseudonym “Q”,
and five years ago he became editor of Lloyd’s Weekly
Newspaper. At one time he was manager of the Strand
Theatre.

1858, May 15: Designed
by Sir Edward Barry
(whose father designed the
Houses of Parliament) the
third theatre to be built on
the Covent Garden site
opened on May 15th.
There was a lot of
speculation that the
building would not be
ready on time and, this
being an age when
gentlemen delight in laying
wagers with one another, it
is said that £100,000 has
been staked on the event.
The building incorporates
statues and reliefs from the
earlier building which
burnt down two years ago,
and is a bigger theatre,
even though the seating
capacity has been reduced.
Despite the great public
interest, the opening night
was not sold out, and was
marred with disturbances
from the gallery concerning
the new ticket pricing
arrangements. The opening
performance
was
Meyerbeer’s opera “Les
Huguenots” with Grisi and
Mario in the leading roles.
Technical problems with
scenery led to very long
intervals and by half past
midnight the last Act had
still to come. The decision
to omit it all together and
end the evening without the
last Act was received with
yells and hisses from the
Gallery. The noisy protest
continued all through the
playing of “God Save the
Queen”.

1858 : The old Adelphi, in
a state of incurable
disrepair, has been torn
down and replaced with a
larger and splendid new
building.
The theatre
closed on June 2nd, and
reopened on 27 December a remarkable building
achievement. The theatre
is now known as the New
Adelphi.

