1882

1882 : The Royal Avenue
Theatre has opened at the bottom
of Northumberland Avenue,
almost underneath the South
Eastern Railways’ headquarters
at Charing Cross. The theatre
opened on March 11 with a
revival of Offenbach’s “Madame
Favert”.

1882 : The actress Lillie Langtry
has become manager of the
Imperial Theatre. The theatre,
until four years ago, was known
as the Royal Aquarium Theatre.
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1882 : The Prince of Wales
Theatre in Tottenham Street has
been closed because the building
in “unsafe”
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1882 : A huge public outcry of
protest has followed the news
that London Zoo has sold its
renowned elephant, Jumbo, to
Phineas T. Barnum, the circus
proprietor.
Jumbo is to be
shipped to America as an exhibit
in the Barnum and Bailey
Circus.

1882 : The Novelty
opened with the comic
opera “Melita” on 9
December and closed
within a month. The
Man ager,
So mers
Bellamy,
went
bankrupt on his first
show.
It will now re-open
u n d e r
n e w
management in March
1883, and will be
renamed the Folies
Dramatiques Theatre.

1882 : For the past ten
years the Alhambra
has been presenting
opera-bouffe, and has
been
the notorious
home of the Can-Can
dance. Now it has
burnt
down.
Rebuilding has started
immediately.

1882 : Her Majesty’s Theatre gave the first complete performance in England of Richard
Wagner’s “Ring” - a cycle of operas based on old German legends. Audiences at all performances
strongly objected to the operas being performed with the auditorium lighting dimmed. This was
done to concentrate attention on the opera itself, and is now an established practice at the Lyceum
and other legitimate theatres. However, this is the first time it has been done in an opera house,
and the audience was furious. The experience of seeing who is in the house and what they are
wearing is said to be an important part of the opera experience, and this is ruined by the “new
fancy” of performing in the dark.

1882: John Lawrence Toole, the highly
popular comic actor, took over the
management of the Royal Charing Cross
Theatre three years ago. At that time it had
been re-named the Folly Theatre and he
changed the name back to its original. Now
he has had it rebuilt and enlarged, and given
it yet a new name - this time it is Toole’s
Theatre.
John Lawrence Toole is 52 years old, and a
close friend of Henry Irving, with whom he
first acted in 1857. He had enormous success
as Bob Cratchitt in “A Christmas Carol” in
1859, and since then has made a name for
himself in a series of comic roles.

