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1886 : Six years as a circus, thirteen
years as a theatre, with eleven changes
of name during that time, the Royal
Amphitheatre (the Holborn Theatre) in
Dane Street, Holborn, has never been a
lucky venue. On August 30th even that
little luck ran out. The audience (not a
bad house for the Holborn) waited
patiently for “Little Lohengrin” to start.
After a long wait it was discovered that
the actors had not been paid and were
refusing to go on until some money was
forthcoming. The show was cancelled,
but the management was either unable
or refused to refund the ticket money to
the audience. The audience became
very angry and proceeded to wreck
parts of the theatre. By the time the
police arrived the angry playgoers had
gone, leaving the theatre in such a state
that it is not expected to open again.

1885 : Irish born George Edwards has
become sole manager of the Gaiety
Theatre. His previous appointment was
as manager of the new Savoy Theatre
since it opened four years ago. He
intends to provide “musical comedy” - a
novelty consisting of spoken dialogue,
musical numbers, pretty chorus girls
and some dancing. He believes his
“musical comedies” will catch on with
the public.

1885 : The new London Pavilion is a most elegant music hall. The ground floor is laid
out like a Continental cafe, filled with marble-topped tables. The Chairman sits at the
head of the tables and introduces the artists.
1886 : Just one year old, the London Pavilion has been taken over by the Syndicated
Halls Company. They have abolished the usual role of the Music Hall Chairman, done
away with the tables, and introduced tip-up seats which can be reserved in advance. The
backs of each seat are equipped with a built-in ledge for holding drinks. Both the seating
and advance booking arrangements are innovations. The Chairman has been abolished
because the new management believes his role is too old-fashioned and linked with the
old “rougher” music hall tradition. 1886: The London Pavilion Ltd have taken a 70 year
lease on the Pavilion, with capital of £180,000 in £5 shares. This has started a rush of
taking over music halls as capital investments.

1885 : The Bancrofts’ farewell performance at the Haymarket on 25 July was attended by
the Prince and Princess of Wales. It marked the end of a 20 year career in theatre
management which has earned them a fortune - said to be in excess of £180,000.
They introduced the vogue for “Cup and saucer” drama and “Drawing room drama”.
They promoted realistic scenery and more natural styles of acting. It was the Bancrofts
who took the benches out of the Pit and replaced them with “Stalls” seats - moving the
cheaper seats to the “gods”. They staged the first “matinees” of modern times. The
Bancrofts paid their actors more than any other London management, and even provided
the modern-dress costumes which were worn onstage. They introduced the works of
dramatists Tom Robertson, Tom Taylor and Arthur Wing Pinero to the British public.
This remarkable litany of achievements and “firsts” by Marie Wilton and her husband,
Squire Bancroft, indicates their importance to the development of British theatre over the
past two decades.

1886 : The Britannia has been closed following
a police raid which discovered an illegal
cockfight being held. The Britannia is one of the
oldest halls. It opened around 1829, and its
former names include the Globe Theatre and the
Rotunda. It was not a large venue - with only
150 seats - but it was very popular.

1886: Only one new music hall has
been licensed this year—the
Amersham Music Hall in Deptford.
The growth of the “variety” theatres
in central London and the suburbs
seems to have affected the business
of free entertainment in public
houses.

