1890
1890 : Dionysius Lardner Boucicault had a career that was as flamboyant as his
name. Irish born, he was just nineteen years old when his play “London
Assurance” became a hit at Covent Garden. Curiously, this first play was presented
with a nom-de-plume, and was credited to a “Lee Morton”. He rapidly turned to his
own, much more theatrical name, and went on to become the most popular
playwright of the century.
Alongside his prolific output of plays (said to number 200, including adaptations
and translations, chiefly from the French language) he was a “devilishly handsome”
actor with a beautiful voice. His legion of admiring ladies included Queen Victoria,
who commissioned a watercolour of him for Windsor Castle.
He wrote “The Corsican Brothers” for Charles Kean at the Princess’s Theatre in
1852, and met and fell in love with Kean’s young ward, 19 year old Agnes
Robertson. A great scandal erupted when Boucicault abandoned his legal wife and
eloped to America with Agnes. He went through a marriage ceremony in New
York..
He remained chiefly in America for the rest of his life, and became a US citizen in
1873. His play “The Poor of New York” was performed throughout America and
Great Britain (with its title changed to the name of each city it played!). His drama
“The Octoroon” (1859) was the first play to treat the American Negro seriously,
and included the spectacular burning of a Mississippi riverboat. He also wrote a
series of plays with Irish themes, and “The Colleen Bawn” (1860) and “The
Shaughraun” (1875) became the most popular Irish plays of the time, with an
enthusiastic audience amongst New York’s Irish population. Although frequently
guilty of wholesale plagiarism himself, he campaigned successfully for an
American copyright law, the final results of which will come into effect next year.
Despite his many affairs, he and Agnes produced several children. Their son, Dot
and their daughter Nina both became members of the theatre profession, and are
currently working in London. Two years ago Boucicault informed Agnes that they
had never been legally married and he was leaving her for an actress called Louise
Thorndyke. At that time he was 68, and Louise was 24 years old. He married
Louise - though, since no one knew the whereabouts or fate of the first Mrs
Boucicault, it might have been a bigamous marriage. Agnes returned to London
and made her final stage appearance in a revival of “The Colleen Bawn”.

1890
:
Terry’s Theatre
production of the farce “The
Judge” requires the offstage
sound of a baby crying. This is
created via a wax cylinder and a
horn phonograph - the first time a
recorded sound effect has been
used in a theatre. However, it is
felt that it will be a long time
before the phonograph replaces
the thunder sheet, the cannon roll,
the wind machine, and the box of
dried peas traditionally used for
rain.
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1890 : Augustus Harris, manager of Drury Lane for the past eleven years and
manager of both Drury Lane and Covent Garden since 1888, has been awarded a
Knighthood. However, in spite of his magnificent service to British theatre for many
years, the honour is not given in recognition of theatrical excellence. No such award
has yet been given to an actor or manager.
In a voluntary capacity he has served as a Sheriff of the City of London, and he was
much involved in the ceremonies and receptions organised for the recent visit of the
German Kaiser. He has been awarded a Knighthood for this work. Inside the
theatrical profession he has already acquired the nickname “Druriolanus”. From now
on he will almost certainly be known throughout theatreland as “Sir Druriolanus”,
the King of Drury Lane.

1890 : The original Olympic Theatre
opened in 1805, was rebuilt in 1818 and
again in 1850 after a fire which raised
suspicions of an insurance fraud. It has now
been built for a third time - enlarged and
redecorated by Wilson Barrett.

Actor-playwright, Dion Boucicault

1890 : As a music hall McDonalds lasted
just seven years, and the premises have
been empty for the past 19 years. Now it
has been taken over by the Quakers and
renamed the Hoxton Hall.

1890 : The new Tivoli Music Hall in the Strand
has a restaurant and a private dining room
attached. It has cost the enormous sum of
£300,000

