1893 : The American theatre proprietor, Augustin
Daly, first visited London seven years ago, seeking
to expand his interests to include the London
theatre. In 1886 he launched a “company of
comedians” at the Strand Theatre.
Now he has entered into partnership with George
Edwardes of the Gaiety, and has built a new theatre
in Cranbourn Street. It has been designed by C.J.
Phipps The total cost of the building is £60,000. It
seats 1200. A novel feature of the plasterwork on
the circle fronts and boxes is a large number of seanymphs and cupids in the act of blowing bubbles,
and the bubbles are ingeniously converted into
electric lights.
Daly’s opened with a production of “The Taming of
the Shrew”. The play was preceded by an opening
address by the popular actress, Ada Rehan, and the
playing of the British and American national
anthems.
Augustin Daly, who is 44 years old, began his
career as a playwright. He became very famous for
his play “Under the Gaslight, or Life and Love in
These Times”, containing a famous scene in which
a man is tied to a railway track. The profits from
this play enabled him to go into theatre
management.

1893, 31 Oct : The New Oxford the fourth theatre on this site in the
past 32 years - has been
magnificently rebuilt and re-opened
with Marie Lloyd as the top of the
bill. Miss Lloyd introduced a new
song for the occasion - a song called
“Oh, Mr Porter”, which was received
with acclaim.

1893 : The famous Eleonora Duse
made her English debut at the Lyric
Theatre as Camille in “La Dame aux
Camelias”. She has been much
praised in her native France for her
performance in this role, and has
now added London to the list of
cities she has captivated.

1893 : A standing ovation greeted
Mrs Pat Campbell after the first night
of Arthur Wing Pinero’s new play
“The Second Mrs Tanqueray”. The
28 year old Mrs Campbell plays the
role of Paula, a woman with a past.
The play was expected to raise a great
deal of controversy because of its
subject matter, but all this was
forgotten in the universal praise for
Mrs Campbell’s performance.

1893 : Miss Navette at the Alhambra has introduced an electrifying novelty dance into her
act. There are small light bulbs on her dress, on the points of her parasol and in the bunch of
flowers she carries. These are all wired through her dress to metal plates in her shoes. The
surface of the stage is covered with metal plates attached to batteries underneath the stage.
As she dances, her feet touch the metal, a contact is made, and her costume lights up. Low
voltage batteries are used and she seems to suffer no ill effects. This is one of the more
bizarre uses of electricity in the theatre and an example of its almost universal use in the
production of shows.

1893 : The death of Fanny
Kemble at the age of 84 ends a
long family line in theatre. Her
father was Charles Kemble. His
brothers were John Philip and
Stephen Kemble and his sister
was Sarah Siddons.
Fanny
began her career in 1829 playing
Juliet in a production which was
mounted to save her father’s
fortunes. She was an immediate
success. In 1834, whilst touring
the USA, she married an
American and settled there.
After fourteen years of marriage
she was tempted back to Britain
by the opportunity to play
opposite Macready. Once more
she was a great success, and role
followed role in British theatre.
Her American husband divorced
her on the grounds of desertion.
Fanny Kemble - a memorable Juliet
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