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1899 :
A dispute between the
“legitimate” theatre and music halls
has been brewing over the past years,
concerning “sketches”. A House of
Commons Committee agreed some
years ago that Music Halls could
perform “sketches” - shortened
versions of plays - subject to certain
conditions. These included: no sketch
should be longer than twenty minutes’
duration and the number of performers
should not exceed two.
The nature of the dispute is that music
halls are, effectively, performing plays
and thus depriving legitimate theatres
of business. One example concerns the
sketch “Drummed Out”, which was
described as “nothing more than a play
being presented in a place not licensed
for the performance of stage plays”.
This “sketch” is considered to be a
short melodrama. It has three or four
changes of scene, nine or ten
performers and thirty or forty
supernumaries. Clearly this is a breach
of the agreement.
The Theatrical
Management Association wishes to
bring a test case against this piece to
prevent music halls from undertaking
such things.
A further dispute concerns the Tivoli
Music Hall in the Strand which has
been giving performances of an opera
called “Salvatorella”. This is a clear
breach of the licensing regulations.
Music Halls may only present songs,
dances and unconnected variety items,
and should not stage full-length plays
or operas.
The Oxford Music Hall, Oxford Street - involved in a dispute over “sketches” and plays

1899 : The explosion of theatre
building throughout Great Britain
shows no sign of reaching a peak.
During the past two years another
twelve theatres have opened in
London and its suburbs.
An
astonishing 48 new theatres have
opened in the rest of the country.

1899: Twenty-nine years ago a pair
of theatres were built back-to-back in
London’s Strand. They were hastily
and cheaply built so the developers
could claim compensation when the
area was redeveloped.
The
redevelopment never happened, and
the two theatres—the Opera Comique
and the Globe— soon became known
as the “Rickety Twins”. The Opera
Comique has now closed for good,
though its “twin” is currently doing
good business with Pinero’s “The
Gay Lord Quex”.

1898 : The theatre world was in uproar
following an article by the Daily
Telegraph’s dramatic critic, Clement
Scott.
Writing of the world of
professional theatre he said: “ It is nearly
impossible for a woman to remain pure
who adopts the stage as a profession.
There is no school on earth so bad for
formation of character”. This is felt to be
a most intemperate statement and a direct
insult to the profession of the actress. It is
considered to be all the more insulting
because Mr Scott’s wife is herself an
actress.
George Alexander felt that the article
undid all the good work that had been
effected with the knighthood bestowed
upon Sir Henry Irving two years ago.
Members of the Theatrical Managers
Association made a formal protest
concerning the article and agreed privately
amongst themselves that until Mr Scott
published a complete retraction of his
statement, he would be treated like the cad
he so clearly was.

1898: In 1830 the actor, Thomas Lacy, set up
a publishing house to print plays for London
and provincial theatres.
In 1854 a 32 year old American, Samuel
French. had the same idea in New York.
However, he took the idea one step further:
not only would he publish the plays, but he
would also actively promote them to theatres
all over America, and if they were accepted
for production, he would expect a 10%
“agency” fee for his service.
In the course of Samuel French’s business he
made contact with Thomas Lacy, hoping to
promote his American plays in Britain.
Their relationship worked so well that when
Lacy decided to retire in 1872, he sold his
London business to Samuel French. French
moved to London, since there were greater
opportunities in the English market, and
developed Lacy’s business under his own
name.
The publishing firm of Samuel French still
operate separate businesses in London and
New York. Samuel French has died in
London at the age of 76.

