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1903 : The New Gaiety Theatre
has been built by George
Edwardes on the Aldwych/
Strand corner, and opened on
October 26th with “The Orchid”.
King Edward VII and Queen
Alexandra were present for the
opening performance.
The
theatre replaces the original
Ga iet y wh i ch h a s b een
demolished to make way for
road improvements in the Strand.
The new Gaiety has been built
on an island site further along
the road from its predecessor.
The road widening scheme has
also led to the demolition of the
old Globe Theatre—the last of
the “Rickety Twins” which were
near neighbours of the old
Gaiety.

1903:
A fire at Chicago’s
Iroquois Theatre has killed 578
people.
The fire started
backstage, but the asbestos
safety-curtain jammed, and the
unconfined blaze raged in the
auditorium.

1901: The Population Census of 1901 establishes that
there are:
6,044 professional actors and
4,443 professional actresses
in England and Wales. Some 78% of these were
recorded as living in London on the night of the Census,
which suggests there are around 2,750 actors and
actresses at work in touring productions throughout the
provinces.

1901: Richard D’Oyly Carte has died at the age of 56.
He was the owner of the Savoy Theatre, and his chief
success came through presenting the comic operas by
W.S.Gilbert and Sir Arthur Sullivan, most of them at his
own theatre. So profitable were these productions that
D’Oyly Carte financed the building of the Savoy Hotel
from the proceeds.

1902: London is in the grip of a smallpox epidemic,
with 2,273 reported infections by the end of January.
The original victims - some 878 in total - were first
moved to quarantine ships moored in the Thames in an
attempt to stop the outbreak from spreading, but this has
clearly failed. The London County Council has declared
this outbreak one of the worst in medical history and has
advised the general public not to visit public places.

1902 : Sir Henry Irving gave his farewell performance at the Lyceum
Theatre on July 19th - playing Shylock to Ellen Terry’s Portia. This ended
a 31 year association. Sir Henry first played the Lyceum in 1871 under
the management of Colonel Bateman, and in 1878 took over the
management in his own name. From then onwards he created the most
prestigious theatre in the British Empire, considerably enhancing the
reputation of British Theatre and earning himself the first ever
Knighthood for an actor. His leading lady through most of this period
was Ellen Terry, and together they became the undisputed leaders of the
profession. Three years ago Irving resigned the management to a
syndicate but continued to play seasons there in between extensive
touring. The Lyceum has lost a great deal of money since Sir Henry
ceased management and is currently empty and for sale.

1903: Bookings for unknown artists low down on the bills for London
music halls are organised in a bizarre way. On Thursday afternoons
available “turns” parade along Waterloo Road, walking past a series of
cafes where agents and managements meet to plan the following week’s
bill. If a theatre wishes to engage one of the artists, the manager will
attract the attention of the artist by holding up his fingers - two fingers for
two pounds, three fingers for three pounds, and so on. The artists waves
acceptance and simply turns up at that manager’s theatre on the following
Monday.
A dispute has arisen between the comedian, Fred Kitchen, and the
manager of the Sebright Music Hall. At the end of his week Mr Kitchen
was paid £2 when he expected £3. He said the manager had held up three
fingers, and the manager claimed it was only two fingers. Mr Kitchen
insisted it was two fingers and a thumb. A compromise of £2.10s was
agreed.

