
�����
1904:  Dan Leno, the “King of Jesters” 
has died at the age of 43.  His early career 
saw him as “Little George, the Infant 
Wonder Contortionist and Posturer”, and 
at the age of 18 he was billed as “The 
Champion Clog Dancer of the World”.  
At the age of 28 he made his Drury Lane 
debut as the Baroness in “Babes in the 
Wood”, and for the past fifteen 
pantomime seasons at that theatre he has 
played the role of Dame with great 
success.  He was a particular favourite of 
King Edward, he was adored by the 
public, and even had a comic paper 
named after him. 
Although the immediate cause of death 
has been given as “heart failure”, Dan 
Leno had been seriously ill for the past 
eighteen months suffering from a malady 
known to medical science as general 
paralysis of the insane.  He suffered a 
seizure brought on by overwork and 
anxiety, and for seven months was 
deemed to be incurably insane.  His 
illness went into remission, and he was 
able to perform in the Drury Lane 
pantomime, though he was unable to sing 
and his spoken role was cut to the 
minimum.  His pantomime and dancing 
was unaffected.  Following the 
pantomime  he undertook more 
engagements  but was clearly exhibiting 
more signs of madness.  He imagined 
himself so wealthy that he could afford to 
distribute large sums of money to passers-
by in the street.  He was committed to 
Camberwell House and the Lunacy Commissioners took possession of his estate and undertook its 
administration. 
Again he showed remission, and just twelve days ago made an appearance at the Pavilion Music 
Hall, dancing with a skill and vigour which no other man could equal.  At the end of the 
performance he exhibited all his former signs of insanity and was immediately confined to his 
home.  The  public, who knew little of his serious illness, have been greatly shocked by the early 
death of one of the brightest stars in the Theatre World.   

1904: The Lyceum Theatre 
so closely associated with 
Sir Henry Irving has been 
demolished - only the back 
wall and the portico remain.  
Ever since Irving ceased 
management the theatre has 
been in financial difficulty 
and the LCC had demanded 
extensive alterations if it 
were ever to re-open as a 
theatre.  The new owner, Mr 
Tom Barrasford, found it 
easier to tear it down and 
rebuild it rather than try to 
m e e t  t h e  b u i l d i n g 
requirements.  He has 
announced that it will re-
open as a music hall.  Since 
Oswald Stoll’s Coliseum 
was under construction it 
became something of a race 
to see which music hall 
would open first.  Stoll’s 
Coliseum managed it with 
one week to spare.  The new 
Lyc eu m o p en ed  o n 
December 31st, 1904. 

1904:  Oswald Stoll’s new Coliseum Music Hall is equipped with the first ever revolving stage in a 
British theatre.  The stage consists of three concentric rings capable of moving in either direction 
and cost the enormous sum of £70,000. 
It was the cause of a dreadful accident when the Derby was being re-enacted onstage, complete 
with six horses being ridden by professional jockeys on the moving stage.  Two horses collided, 
and one ridden by Fred 
Dent ended up with its 
forelegs on the permanent 
stage and its hindlegs on the 
revolving stage which was 
moving at 15 miles per 
hour.  Horse and rider fell 
over the footlights, causing 
panic in the audience.  The 
p e r f o r m a n c e  w a s 
abandoned, and the jockey 
died shortly after being 
taken to hospital.  Oswald 
Stoll continued with the 
scene the following night, 
but with extra safety 
precautions being taken.  

1904: Gerald du Maurier’s 
new entertainment for 
children and adults at the 
Duke of York’s Theatre is a 
new play by J.M.Barrie.  It is 
called “Peter Pan” and 
features some amazing 
“flying effects”.  Mr du 
Maurier appears in the role 
of Captain Hook, and Peter 
Pan, the boy who wouldn't 
grow up, is performed by 
Nina Boucicault. 

1904:  The Irish Dramatic 
Movement has found itself a 
permanent base, thanks to 
Miss Annie Horniman, 
whose efforts and generosity 
have enabled the movement 
to acquire its own theatre - 
the Abbey Theatre in Dublin.  
The management of the 
theatre is in the hands of the 
Irish poet, W.B.Yeats, and 
Lady Gregory.  They have 
ambitions to create an Irish 
theatre: Irish actors,  Irish 
plays and Irish subjects.  
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