1911

1911: A new Copyright Bill has
come into force. Copyright now
applies for the whole of an author’s
lifetime and for fifty years thereafter.
This is the first change in copyright
law since 1744. Up to now authors
have been badly protected, and
breach of copyright has been a major
problem for the theatrical profession.

1911 : The 1911 Census has revealed
a great increase in the number of
people recording themselves as
professional actors in the past decade.
The Census reveals there are 5,863
Actors and 6,726 Actresses working
in theatre, and 3,213 Men and 2,445
Women working as performers in
Music Hall. This means there are
18,247 people engaged in
professional entertainment in
England and Wales. (The 1901 total
was 12,487)
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1911: When Queen Victoria died ten years ago, there
was no such thing as cinema, and not one building given
over to the exclusive presentation of moving pictures.
Today there are over 3,000 picture palaces in the
country. The effect of this on theatre business has been
disastrous, and theatre managers are trying desperately to
halt this explosion of entertainment rivalry.
The
Provincial and West End theatre managers have sent the
following to all theatre proprietors:
“The giving of facilities to the managers of Picture
Palaces Theatres enabling them to make cinematograph
records or films reproducing theatrical performances is
very prejudicial to the general interests of the theatrical
profession and is, accordingly, greatly to be deprecated.
We trust that Members will refrain from giving any such
facilities and in particular, if facilities be given, will
endeavour to prevent any advertisements appearing
which may in any way imply that the performance is one
in which the original actors take part.”
The Theatrical Management Association has urged local
authorities to take action against Picture Palace
proprietors who claim that their film actors are “the
original London cast”, citing the case of the film of
“Henry VIII” starring Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree. Since
only Sir Herbert himself is from the original cast, the
claims are patently inaccurate.
Local authorities are also being urged to invoke their
powers under the Theatre Act of 1751, which allows
them to withhold licences from “superfluous” theatres
and variety halls. Any attempt to open more than one
Picture Palace in a single town could fall under the terns
of this Act. The TMA has also issued a complaint
against the editor of the “Daily Mail” for misleading the
public.
On two recent occasions the Mail has
announced particulars as to “Panic” and “Fires” in
Picture Palaces under a headline referring to “Theatre
Fires”.

1911 : No sooner had Anna Pavlova finished her London season, than Covent Garden
welcomed a new prima ballerina, Mathilde Kchessinka. Mme. Kchessinka is one of the
most remarkable women in Russia. Her salons are attended by royalty and top diplomats,
her political prestige is high, and her dancing talent is said to be tremendous. However, it
is for her jewels that she has become best known. She never travels without her collection
of tiaras, necklaces, pendants and bracelets - mainly acquired from wealthy admirers.
While she is appearing at Covent Garden, her jewels will be held in the safes of the London
branch of Messrs. Faberge, the Russian jewellers. The collection was shown to journalists,
and she was photographed wearing two great sapphires, valued at £7,000. Messrs. Faberge
estimate the value of the jewels she has brought to London at just over £30,000.

1911 : The Actors’ Association has experienced a rapid
fall in membership over the past few years - the number is
currently 837. The Association is also worried about the
growth of the Actors’ Union, a much more radical
organisation. The Association has now made it clear it
will welcome managers back into membership and has
invited Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree to become its new
President. Sir Herbert has accepted and so, once again,
the President of the Employers’ Association is also the
President of the Employees!

1911
:
A
statue
commemorating the life and
achievement of Sir Henry
Irving has been unveiled in
Charing Cross Road, facing
the Garrick Theatre.
It is six years since Sir
Henry died, and the statue
has been raised following
public demand and fundraising.

