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1915: A survey of 8,000 places
of entertainment throughout the
British Isles has revealed the
following tables of use:
4,000 Picture Palaces
1,200 Music Halls
400 Theatres
400 Other entertainment
Two new theatres have opened
this year in Barnsley and
Nottingham.
They were
considerably advanced in their
building when War was declared
last Summer and it was decided
to complete their structure.
These two are outnumbered by
theatre closures in Belfast,
Dublin, Fleetwood, Glasgow and
Goole.
London’s Crouch End
Hippodrome has also closed this
year.

1915: Ferne Rogers, an American
artist appearing as Principal Girl
in the Drury Lane pantomime
“Sleeping Beauty”, frequently told
her fellow performers that she was
totally sympathetic with the
Germans and the way in which
they were conducting the War.
The rest of the cast promptly
complained and threatened to
refuse to appear with her. Arthur
Collins, Drury Lane’s manager,
announced that, after discussions
with Miss Rogers, he had accepted
her resignation, and that Miss
Nancy Buckland would take over
the role.
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1915: The old Foreign Right
Society has evolved into a new
body called the Performing
Right Society. It intends to
represent co mposers not
presently covered by music
publishers like Boosey and
Hawkes.
If theatres will
subscribe to the PRS they will
be permitted free use of their
licensed music. Their proposed
fees range from ten guineas for
first class theatres to six guineas
for third class theatres. Theatre
Managers offered a top fee of
five guineas, and this was
rejected. Now managers are
finding many popular songs are
no longer available to them.

Sarah Bernhardt , photographed at the age of sixteen

1915: Madame Sarah Bernhardt has undergone an operation to amputate her right leg. She
suffered an injury when she fell during a performance of “Jeanne Dore” at her own Paris theatre
several months ago, and has been in severe pain ever since. The decision to amputate was
necessary to save her life, according to the doctors at the Bordeaux Hospital.
Sarah Bernhardt is seventy years old and one of the most famous actresses in the world. She is
adored in her native France and held in the highest esteem in Great Britain and America. She is
said to be in good spirits and to have shown great courage throughout the ordeal. Within a few
days of the operation she was writing to her New York agent to arrange an American season
later this year. She expressed regret that her operation was causing a few months postponement
of her tour, but said her current problems were as nothing compared to the fact that several of
the actors she had intended to bring with her company had been killed or wounded in the War.

1915: George Edwardes, the Manager of London’s Gaiety Theatre, has died at the age of 62.
In the popular Press he was always referred to as the man who created the Gaiety Girls, though
inside the theatrical profession he was more properly credited as the first producer to introduce
“musical comedy” to London.
His first “musical comedy” was “In Town”, which opened at the Prince of Wales before
transferring to the Gaiety. but the show with which he will always be associated will be “Our
Miss Gibbs”. This was the biggest Gaiety success of them all. It opened in 1909 and ran for
636 performances.
He began his career at the Gaiety Theatre, Dublin, in 1875 and then came to London as
business manager of the Savoy. He took over London’s old Gaiety Theatre in 1885, and later
added Daly’s Theatre to his credits. He was involved in productions at many of London’s
theatres and his productions included “The Geisha”, “The Merry Widow”, “A Country Girl”,
“The Shop Girl”, “The Runaway Girl” and “The Quaker Girl”. He claimed that if a show had
the word “Girl” in the title, it could not fail. He was adored by his performers and staff who
called him the “Guv’nor”.

