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1922: Actor-manager, Gerald du Maurier,
has been knighted for services to the theatre.
His father, George, was the author of the
famous novel “Trilby”. His brother, Guy,
was the author of the highly successful
patriotic play, “An Englishman’s Home”.
Gerald himself, famous for his creation of the
role of “Raffles”, is the manager of
Wyndhams Theatre, which he has developed
into the home of light comedy. Recently he
has had great success in the role of Bulldog
Drummond. His fourteen year old daughter,
Daphne, is already showing signs of
following in her family’s literary traditions.

1922, 16 January: Following several months of
closure, the Opera House, Covent Garden, has been
converted into a cinema. The crescent of boxes has
gone, smoking is now permitted, and the stalls,
which were once expensive and limited to the elite,
have become “cheap” seats for the ordinary public.
The “Covent Garden Cinema” opened with a great
novelty - the first picture play to be made in natural
colours - using the Prizma process of colour
photography. The film, “The Glorious Adventure”
was made in England and “stars” Lady Diana
Duff-Cooper - an aristocrat who is both an
enthusiastic amateur actress and a great supporter
of cinematography.
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1922, 7 October: Marie Lloyd was one of the best loved
artists of all times. She was billed as “The Queen of the
Halls”. Sarah Bernhardt called her “the most exquisite
artist on the British stage”. But to the general public she
was, and always will been “Our Marie”. Her death at the
age of 52 had led to a vast outpouring of public grief.
She made her debut at the Royal Eagle Music Hall in
1885 and shortly afterwards had great success with the
song “The Boy I Love is Up in the Gallery”. She was
then engaged for a year at the Oxford, and afterwards as
Principal Girl for Sir Augustus Harris at Drury Lane.
Her pantomime appearances were so popular that she was
re-engaged at Drury Lane year after year. In the course
of her enormously successful career she toured America,
South Africa and Australia. In 1912 she was excluded
from the first “Royal Command” performance, and the
public was outraged.
Her life was always touched with scandal, but this only
seemed to endear her more to her audiences. She first
married, while in her teens, Percy Courtney and divorced
him eleven years later for his cruelty. Then she married
Alec Hurley, the music hall comedian. He divorced her in
one of the great scandals of the age. Her third marriage
was to Bernard Dillon, from whom she obtained a legal
separation just two years ago. Yet the more the
newspapers reported the ups and downs of her troubled
private life, the more the public adored her.
She had been ill for many weeks but insisted on carrying
out her engagements. A week ago she appeared at the
Empire Edmonton for the second night of a week long
booking. After the first house she was clearly very ill
indeed. Despite the protestations of a doctor and the
theatre manager himself, she insisted on going on for the
second house. Although she could hardly stand her
audience did not guess how ill she was. Her act ended
with the song “One of the Ruins that Cromwell knocked
about a bit”, in which she had to imitate the staggerings
and clumsy buffoonery of a drunken woman. The
audience mistook her genuine staggerings for fine comic
acting, and they shrieked with laughter as she fell to the
floor. The curtain came down. Marie Lloyd was carried
out of the theatre and taken home to die.
Her kindness to her fellow artists, her enormous work for
charity and her genuine love for her public, together with
her brilliance as a performer have combined to make her
an artist who will never be forgotten.

1922: Genevieve Ward has
died at the age of 85. She
began her career as an operasinger and later became a
much acclaimed actress in
London and New York. She
played opposite Irving in the
1890s, and virtually retired
after 1900, though she did
appear as Volumnia in
“Coriolanus” at the Old Vic,
two years ago. Last year
she became the first actress
to be created a Dame of the
British Empire.

