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1928: On January 6th the Thames burst its banks,
flooding many low-lying riverside areas of London
and causing the deaths of 14 people. The Playhouse
was inundated and many theatres were forced to
abandon their performances for several days because
of the collapse of the transport system.
Many members of the stage crew and artists of West
End shows formed a support group, touring the
riverside and helping comfort victims and rescue
belongings for them.
The Tate Gallery, the Palace of London and the
Tower were all damaged by flooding, caused by a
combination of a sudden thaw, unusually high tides
and a strong wind.

1928 : With a company of 160, over 1,000 costumes ,
18 scene changes and a spectacular recreation of the
1904 World’s Exhibition at Chicago - not to mention
a “real” showboat, this new American musical is the
biggest show ever staged at Drury Lane. It is
estimated to have cost a staggering £30,000 to mount.
With Edith Day as Magnolia, Cedric Hardwicke as
Captain Andy, and Paul Robeson as Joe it has
achieved huge box office success. Mr Robeson’s
singing of “Old Man River” never fails to get the
audience cheering. Sir Alfred Butt, the Drury Lane
manager, has a triumph on his hands.
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1928: Dame Ellen Terry has died at the age of 81.
She began her career in 1855 and was at the peak of
her fame during Henry Irving’s famous Lyceum
seasons at the end of the last century. As Irving’s
leading lady she was feted throughout Britain and
America and for many people she was simply the
best actress this country has ever seen. She was nine
years old when she made her debut and “retired” at
the age of sixteen when she married Frederick Watts,
the painter. When that marriage failed she returned
to the stage, only to “retire” once again for a period
of six years during her liaison with the architect,
Edward Godwin. In 1874 she made yet another
return - in “The Wandering Heir” by Charles Reade and in 1878 she joined Henry Irving at the Lyceum.
In 1903 she went into management in her own right,
and in 1906 was honoured with a “Jubilee”
performance at Drury Lane in which 22 members of
her family appeared with her.
In 1907 she married for a third time - to American
actor, James Carew- and thereafter virtually retired
from the stage, appearing mainly on the American
lecture circuit. Among her very rare appearances was
her final one, three years ago, in Walter de la Mare’s
“Crossings” at the Lyric, Hammersmith. She was
created a Dame of the British Empire in 1925 - the
second actress to be so honoured.

1928 : Scarborough-born Charles Laughton, at the age of 28, is already being
acclaimed as the new Beerbohm Tree, following his remarkable success as
Hercule Poirot in Agatha Christie’s new play “Alibi”.
In a theatrical “Battle of the Roses”, there is also acclaim for the 30 year old
Rochdale-born comedienne, Gracie Fields. She stepped in at the last
moment to replace an ailing Duncan Sister in “Topsy and Eva” at the Gaiety,
and playing “Topsy” in a black face and a thick Lancashire accent she was
immediately hailed as the greatest female clown in theatre history. Crowds
gather outside the stage door each night for what has now become an
impromptu “street” performance for autograph hunters.

1928 : The 1928 Royal Performance at the
Coliseum was not “broadcasted” on the
wireless this year following protests from
theatres and cinemas. Last year’s performance
was heard on the BBC and seriously interfered
with theatre and cinema business all over the
country, not just on the night of the broadcast
but for subsequent performances by the artists
involved. The Theatre Managers’ and Cinema
Proprietors’ organisations made a handsome
donation to the Variety Artists Benevolent
Fund as a mark of its gratitude for the decision
not to allow a broadcast.

1928: From August 4th
theatres will once more
be
able to
sell
chocolates,
ices,
confectionery, cigarettes
and tobacco during the
hours of performance.
The ban on sales was
introduced in 1916 as
part of the Wartime
emergency legislation to
reduce imports.

