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1932: On April 23rd - Shakespeare's birthday the new Shakespeare Memorial Theatre was
opened by HRH Prince Edward, the Prince of
Wales. The theatre, on the banks of the Avon,
replaces the much-loved Victorian Gothic
theatre which burned to the ground six years
ago. The new building has been designed by
Elizabeth Scott, one of the few women
architects, who won the competition arranged to
find a designer.
The building has been heavily criticised for its
functional appearance - described by one
eminent critic as looking like a “jam factory”

The old Theatre (above) and the new Memorial Theatre at Stratford on Avon

1931 : In 1929 the Actors’ Association reformed itself as “British Actors’ Equity”, and
since then has recruited the majority of British
actors. It has now decided to press once more
for a “closed shop” - requiring theatre managers
to employ Equity members only in return for
enforceable industrial agreements.
Such a
proposal was unacceptable when first mooted,
ten years ago, but now many theatre managers
feel such an idea could help eliminate the bogus
manager and create a permanent and fair
arbitration procedure between actors and
managers. The Theatrical Management
Association has agreed to consider an agreement
with the new Union.
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1931 : The 49 year old actress, Sybil Thorndike,
has been created a Dame of the British Empire.
She is best known as “Saint Joan”. In 1924 she
gave 244 performances at the New Theatre and
then a further 312 at the Regent’s Theatre, Kings
Cross in this much acclaimed portrayal..

1931 : Within a month of each other two of the greatest names in the world of
Ballet and Opera have died. Anna Pavlova was born in St Petersburg and
became famous, creating roles in works by Fokine, in particular “The Dying
Swan”, at the Imperial Ballet School. She then appeared with Diaghilev’s Ballet
Russe, and in 1909 began touring Europe with her own ballet company. She was
enormously successful in London, a city which she loved, and she is expected to
be buried in Golders Green, near her London home. She was 46 years old, and
died of pleurisy.
Dame Nellie Melba was born in Melbourne, Australia, and took her professional
name from the town of her birth. (her real name was Mitchell). She appeared at
Covent Garden in 1888 as Lucia di Lammermoor and immediately became the
Queen of the Covent Garden, thanks to the wonderful purity of her clear soprano
voice. Her stage partnerships with tenors Jean de Reszke and Enrico Caruso
brought her fame throughout Europe and America, though she was sometimes
criticised for a lack of passion in her singing, and for popularising much inferior
music. She gave her farewell performance at Covent Garden and the Albert Hall
in 1926 and proved her voice was still lovely and her technique more than
adequate to cover the ravages of time. She was created Dame in 1927 and retired
to live in Sydney. She was 72 years old

1931: Hastings Corporation presented “Hansel
and Gretel” at the White Rock Pavilion and
subsidised the production from the rates. The
Entertainment Protection Association claims this
is an “infraction of their statutory powers” since
they are only empowered to present “concerts
and like entertainments”, and not stage
productions. Because of the
precedent in
creating unfair opposition to theatres, the
Association intends to take legal action against
Hastings in a “test” case.

1931: Twenty-one years since it closed, and
until recently a derelict building, Sadlers Wells
Theatre has been rebuilt by Lilian Baylis of the
Old Vic. The opening night, with John Gielgud
as Malvolio, marks a policy of exchanging
productions between the Waterloo and Islington
venues.

