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1938 : The BBC is to start
broadcasting full-length plays
on the wireless every Sunday
evening. Mr Higgs, MP, is to
raise a question in Parliament,
asking the Postmaster General
whether it is fair to allow the
BBC to broadcast plays on the
same day that theatres are
forbidden by law from
performing.

1938 : All theatres have
received a solicitor’s letter
from the “Me and My Girl”
production company.
All
songs in that show, and
especially the “Lambeth Walk”
may not be performed in any
circumstances in any of this
year’s pantomimes.

1938 : Constantin Stanislavsky,
the famous Russian actor,
director and teacher of acting
has died at the age of 75. He
was the founder of the Moscow
Arts Theatre, and the first
director of Chehov’s plays.

1938 : Theatre managers have expressed concern
over the number of public houses throughout the
country that are applying for entertainment
licences. The provision of “free” variety shows
in pubs is a threat to legitimate theatre business,
they claim. They also have complained about
the number of London pubs installing television
sets and encouraging customers to come in and
be entertained at no charge.

1938 : Work is to start next year on building
Britain’s National Theatre on a site in South
Kensington. It has been designed by Sir
Edwin Lutyens, whose
previous work
includes the Cenotaph, Liverpool’s Roman
Catholic Cathedral, the Viceroy’s Residence
in New Delhi, and the British Embassy in
Washington.
His designs are said to
harmonise with the areas existing public
museums.

1938 : Mr H.M.
Tennant’s
new
production, “Dear
Octopus”, opened on
the same day Mr
Chamberlain flew to
Munich for a meeting
with Herr Hitler to try
and avert the threat of
war.
News of the
Prime
Minister’s
return with a piece of
paper
p r o mi s i n g
“Peace in our Time”
spread rapidly through
the audience during
the first interval. The
enormous relief that
there would be no war
was
tempered
somewhat, said Mr
Tennant, when during
the curtain calls the
leading lady, Dame
Marie
Tempest,
publicly snubbed the
playwright, Dodie
Smith, by refusing to
take her hand and by
turning her back on
her.
John Gielgud,
co-starring in the play,
said although there
was Peace in Europe,
there was quite
definitely War at the
Queen’s Theatre.
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1938 The BBC’s television
service opened on October 1st,
1936, and provides a moving
picture on a screen eight inches
by ten. Television receivers
cost 100 guineas, and the
service is confined to 25,000
viewers in London.
J.B.Priestley’s “When We Are
Married” was broadcast from
the St Martin’s Theatre in the
first ever televising of a
complete play from any theatre
in the world.
There were three cameras - one
on each end and one in the
centre of the Dress Circle
relaying pictures to a van
parked outside the theatre.
The theatre was full (the tickets
were offered at half price
because of the inconvenience
of the broadcast), and the
audience were informed they
were part of the largest known
audience ever to watch a play
in the history of world theatre.

1938: An Emergency Committee representing theatres, cinemas and the entertainment industry
has been set up to deal with the ever-growing threat of a second European war. The Committee is
seeking urgent meetings with the Home Office Air Raid Precautions Department (the ARP) to
discover what steps theatres will need to take. Air Raids were a serious threat in the last War, but
developments in the flying range of aircraft and the destructive powers of bombs since then
suggest they will have a devastating effect on normal life in the event of a new war.
Other urgent questions involve the position of actors who are being “called up” for military
training. Such actors are usually given as little as two weeks’ notice to report to training camps,
and the training periods can last as long as six weeks. This causes great problems in touring
companies when an actor is suddenly called away, and creates a problem when the actor returns: is
he entitled to be re-employed in his original role, and what happens to the actor who has stepped
in?

John Gielgud in the role of Richard of Bordeaux

