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1943 : The age at which all
wo men are subject to
compulsory call-up has been
increased to 41. Theatres, which
have been struggling with the
shortage of manpower due to
National Service, now have to
face a woman-power shortage,
affecting not just performances
but all front of house services in
the theatre. Donald Wolfit told a
TMA Council meeting that his
Shakespearean Company was in
danger of becoming a collection
of young boys, old men and
matronly ladies as a result of the
National Service requirements.

1944 : Sir John Martin Harvey,
one of the most famous actormanagers of the early part of this
century, has died at the age of 80.

1944 : Irving Berlin’s “This is
the Army” at the Palladium is
playing London en route
to
North Africa. Mr Berlin has
written a new song, “My British
Buddy” and has presented the
copyright to Service charities.
With a film version already made,
Berlin’s show is expected to raise
over £3 million for servicemen’s
needs.

1944 : The Royal Hippodrome,
Dover and the King’s, Sunderland,
have been destroyed by bombs,
but Bristol’s Theatre Royal,
slightly damaged in 1941, has now
reopened to house the Bristol Old
Vic– the first company to be state
subsidised under the CEMA
funds.

1944 : Ivor Novello, actor, film-star, and composer of such songs as “Keep the Home Fires
Burning” and musicals such as “Glamorous Nights”, and his current success at the Adelphi,
“The Dancing Years”, has been sentenced to eight weeks imprisonment. He has been found
guilty of illegally obtaining petrol for his Roll Royce car by claiming it is being used for
essential war work.
Miss Dora Constable, a “fan”, and an employee of Electric and General Industrial Trusts Ltd,
approached him when he was refused a permit to obtain petrol for his car to take him to his
weekend home in Berkshire. She suggested that if his car was leased to her employers it would
be registered for official industrial use and could be made available to him for weekends. Ivor
Novello claimed he believed this transfer to be bona fide and had no idea that he was breaking
the law. Miss Constable’s employers knew nothing of this arrangement, though she had falsely
stated otherwise. She was fined £55 with £25 costs. The judge stated that an example needed
to be made in the case of Mr Novello, since he was a prominent and wealthy figure.

1943 : The 1943 Budget has raised Entertainments Tax once again - this time to one shilling
and fourpence on top of every ticket costing up to three shillings, and threepence on every
sixpence thereafter. In 1938/9 Entertainment Tax raised £8 million for the Treasury. The new
increases are expected to raise this to £40 million in a full year. Theatres and cinemas are
anxious to point out how large a sum is being contributed to the War Effort from the
entertainment industry.
Purchase Tax has been increased from sixty-six and two-thirds percent to 100%. Standard
Income Tax is now 50%, with a level of 75% for higher incomes.

1943 : Lilian Braithwaite began her
career in South Africa, and then returned
to London to play Celia opposite Julia
Neilson’s Rosalind in “As You Like It”.
She then appeared in seasons with Frank
Benson and George Alexander. She
first achieved fame in Clemence Dane’s
“A Bill of Divorcement” in 1921 and
since then has combined a stage and
film career with great success. For the
past two years ago she has been
appearing in the comedy “Arsenic and
Old Lace”, which has now become the
longest running play in British theatre
history.
At the age of 70, she has been created a
Dame of the British Empire to mark her
services to theatre.
Lilian Braithwaite (left) and Mary Jerrold
(right) in “Arsenic and Old Lace” at the
Strand Theatre.
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1943 : Shortages of material and
manpower notwithstanding, Mr
James Bridie has refurbished the
old Her Majesty’s Theatre in the
Gorbals area of Glasgow, renamed it the Citizens Theatre,
and formed a new repertory
company dedicated to
encouraging new Scottish plays.

1944: From June onwards London’s West End was once again in despair, and by the autumn
only eight of the thirty West End theatres still standing were open. The reason was a new Blitz
on London, this time with a series of pilotless “rocket” bombs known as “V1s”, each one armed
with nearly a ton of high explosives. These bombs, nicknamed “Doodlebugs” are causing
enormous devastation. The few theatres that have managed to stay open are attracting a mere
handful of patrons each night.
In the previous Blitz many of London’s shows transferred to the provinces, but that possibility
hardly exists any more since ENSA, CEMA and the Theatre War Services Council have all
worked hard to provide theatrical entertainments on a wide scale throughout the country.
The Theatre industry is once more in ruins, for the second time in four years.

