1948-49

1948 : Elsie Beyer has been
appointed General Manager of
the Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre at Stratford-on-Avon.
She is the first woman to hold
this post - and one of a small
number of women theatre
managers in the country.

1949 : Sir Seymour Hicks has died at the
age of 78. Although he had been retired
for many years, he returned to acting at
the outbreak of wear and was very active
in the work of ENSA and toured in the
Middle East. He went into management
in the 1890s, and with his wife, Ellaline
Terris, appeared in scores of plays in
London, America and throughout the
British Isles.
He was enormously
popular with the public, and his
autobiography, written when he was 41,
is still the best selling book by any actor.
He was the author of several plays, most
notably “Bluebell in Fairyland”, which
had much commercial success. In 1906
he opened the Hicks Theatre in
Shaftesbury Avenue. After three years
he sold his interest in the venue and it
was renamed the Globe Theatre.

1949:
Clothing rationing has
ended. Theatres can now go out
and buy whatever cloth is
available and make as many new
costumes as they can afford.
After years of “make do and
mend” it is anticipated that there
will be a rush of costume plays
throughout the country.

1948 : The London Palladium has
announced a season with top
American stars appearing for two
or three week runs. Danny Kaye
has been a sensational success,
and the “Brazilian Bombshell”,
Carmen Miranda has played to
packed houses. More major
names will come as the Palladium
rapidly establishes itself as “the
greatest variety theatre in the
world”

1949 : Moira Shearer and Robert
Helpman headed the London
Ballet Company on its visit to
New York. But even their fame
was eclipsed by 30 year old
Margot Fonteyn, hailed as
“greater than Pavlova” following
her performance in “The Sleeping
Beauty” at Metropolitan Opera
House.

(Above) Seymour Hicks in 1906, and
(Right) Matheson Lang in the role of
Hamlet (1907)

1948: The early years of this century saw
many splendid Hamlets, but none as
handsome as Canadian born Matheson Lang.
After touring with Frank Benson’s company,
he made his mark at the Lyceum in “The
Christian”, and followed this with Dick
Dudgeon in Shaw’s “The Devil’s Disciple”.
His Romeo in 1908 was much praised, but it
was his Hamlet of 1909 which brought him
great fame. It ran for 63 performances at the
Lyceum and remained his most requested and
repeated role. His other roles included “Mr
Wu” and “The Wandering Jew”. In 1914 he
inaugurated the Old Vic Shakespeare
productions with a repeat of his Hamlet.. He
has died at the age of 68.
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1948: The 1948 Olympic Games
were centred at Wembley,
though other events were held
outside the capital. For the first
time since the war tourists have
flooded back into London, for
the Olympics mainly, but they
have also flocked to London’s
theatres. The West End has had
its best business for ten years.

1949: The Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, has been saved for the nation, following
speculation that it would be offered on the open market and lost to theatre use. The building
presently belongs to Covent Garden Properties Co. Ltd, a £5 million group which also owns the
market and flats, shops and offices in London and the provinces. The theatre was requisitioned
for war use and converted into a dance hall from 1939 to 1944, and was then leased for a five
year period to Boosey and Hawkes, the music publishers, in an attempt to get opera back on its
feet again.
Boosey and Hawkes received an Arts Council grant of £55,000 each year, and successfully reestablished opera at Covent Garden. However, it cost them an additional £25,000 of their own
money, and they had always made it clear this was a five year only deal. At the end of the
lease it was expected that the Arts Council would take over the opera house management. The
lease expires at the end of this year, and negotiations between the Arts Council and Covent
Garden Properties Co. Ltd for the sale of the building have already broken down. The
Government has stepped in with a compulsory purchase order. The State will pay a sum to be
determined by an independent valuer, and the 90 year old building will become Britain’s first
State-owned theatre - a home for a national opera and ballet company.

