1973

1973 : 30 people were killed
and 80 hurt, many seriously,
when the Summerland
Entertainment complex at
Douglas, Isle of Man, was
destroyed in an inferno.
The complex, which consisted
of a theatre, funfair, solarium,
discotheque and restaurant, was
engulfed within minutes of the
fire breaking out.

1973 : Value Added Tax was
introduced on April 1st as a
replacement for the old
Purchase Tax. It has led to an
immediate increase in theatre
ticket prices in spite of a
strenuous campaign for
theatres to be zero-rated.

1973 : Richard O’Brien’s new
musical, “The Rocky Horror
Show”, has opened at the
Royal Court Theatre Upstairs
to mixed reviews . It is an
erotic fantasy which combines
the innocent kitsch fantasies of
the 1950s with the high camp
sensuality of 70s.
The non-stop 90 minute
transvestite, trans-sexual
musical has already developed
a cult audience who return to
see the show night after night.
The leading “man” - who
spends most of the
performance in a sequinned
basque, suspenders, fishnet
stockings and high heels, is
Tim Curry.

1973 : Noel Coward’s
“talent to amuse” has
delighted audiences since
the 1920s, and for six
decades he was a leading
force in the world of
straight theatre, musical
theatre, revue, cabaret
and song-writing. His
talents ranged from
acting to writing, from
directing to composing,
and he was, perhaps, the
most famous living
Englishman.
His death from a heart
attack at the age of 73
occurred in his mountain
top home at Port Maria,
Jamaica.
Not
surprisingly, at the time
of his death, two of the
most successful shows
currently running in
London are his - a
revival of “Private
Lives” and a compilation
revue called “Cowardy
Custard”.
He began his career as a
child actor at the age of
11 and by the time he
was 25 he was an
established playwright
with “The Vortex”, a
domestic drama, and
“Hay Fever”, a sharp,
social comedy. His image - the dressing gown, silk scarf and long cigarette holder - came to
represent the smart, witty sophistication that reigned between the two wars. After the Second
World War his output seemed a little out-of-date, though he became much in demand as a cabaret
star. In recent years he has been re-appraised, and by the time of his death was recognised as a
major playwright of the century.
His major plays included “Hay Fever” (1925),
“Private Lives” (1930), “Design for
Living” (1933), “Blithe Spirit”(1941), “This Happy Breed” (1943) and “Nude with
Violin” (1956). His musicals included “Bitter Sweet” (1929), and his patriotic pieces included
“Cavalcade” (1931), and the classic film “In Which We Serve” (1942). A short story of his was
developed into the film “Brief Encounter” (1945), which encapsulated the spirit of Britain in the
1940s in much the same way his early plays had done for the 1930s. His songs included
“Someday I’ll Find You” and “Mad Dogs and Englishmen”. His versatility was enormous, and
his wit was legendary. He was knighted three years ago.

1973 : London’s West End without “Binkie” is almost unthinkable. For thirty years Hugh
“Binkie” Beaumont, the head of H.M.Tennent, has been the most powerful force in commercial
theatre. During his peak years, the late 1950s, his control of so many West End and provincial
theatres was the subject of a Parliamentary debate on monopoly. Over the past few years,
particularly since the abolition of Entertainments Tax and the consequent end of his non profit
making company, his main organisation, H.M.Tennent, seemed to have shrunk. By the time of
his death he had only three productions running in the West End. However, there is no doubt that
Binkie Beaumont was one of the giants of 20th Century theatre management and his contribution
to the world of theatre has been enormous. His death, which represents the end of an era in
British theatre, came just five days before his sixty-fifth birthday, and has shocked the theatre
world.

