1982
1982 : “Big Hearted” Arthur
Askey has died at the age of
82.
Born in Liverpool, he
achieved national fame from
1938 onwards in a radio
programme called “Band
Wagon”. Just 5’2” tall, with
a cheery manner, and a “silly”
humour, he soon became
known as “Big Hearted
Arthur”.
His catchphrases “I thank
you” and “Hello, Playmates”
soon joined a host of other
catchphrases as the “Band
Wagon” rolled on through the
war years.
In later years he became an
established pantomime Dame,
and was reckoned to be one
of the very best of his kind.
Last Christmas, at the age of
81, he was still playing twicedaily pantomime at the
Richmond Theatre. In July
this year he had to undergo
the amputation of his leg. He
seemed to be recovering well,
but in November he suddenly
died.

1982 :
The private
prosecution against Michael
Bogdanov, director of the
National Theatre’s production
of “The Romans in Britain”
has finally come to court.
The prosecution has been
brought by Mrs Mary
Whitehouse.
However, on the second day
the trial was brought to an
end by the Attorney General,
who issued his instruction “in
the public interest”.

1982 : 104 years after its
formation, the D’Oyly Carte
Opera Company gave its last
performance of a Gilbert &
Sullivan operetta at the
Adelphi Theatre on February
27th.
The Company has failed to
find adequate funding to keep
HMS Pinafore and its other
vessels afloat.

1982 : It has been
under construction for
eleven years, and what
was estimated to cost
£19 million in 1971
has ended up as a
staggering
£153
million. But, at last it
is finished. The
Barbican
is
an
entertainment complex
in the City of London,
housing two theatres, a
concert hall, two
exhibition halls, art
galleries, a public
library, three cinemas,
bars and restaurants. It
is to be the permanent
home of the Royal
Shakespeare Company
and the London
Symphony Orchestra.
The main Barbican Theatre seats 1166 in an auditorium with three circles and the stage placed in
front of the proscenium arch. The most distant seat is only 65 feet away from the stage. Scenery is
stored in the flies, and the fly tower, at 109 feet, is one of the tallest in the world.
The second auditorium is called The Pit, and is a flexible studio theatre seating around 200 people
on three or four sides, dependent upon the production. The main theatre will house productions that
inter-change with the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre at Stratford upon Avon, and the smaller
theatre will receive transfers from the RSC’s smaller Stratford Theatre, the Other Place.
The opening production was “Henry IV, Part 1” with Joss Ackland playing Falstaff. The complex
was officially opened by the Queen on March 4th, and in her opening address she described it as
“one of the wonders of the modern world”.
Other voices have not been so complimentary. Many have called the building unspeakably ugly and
totally impractical. Finding your way around the Barbican has become a standing joke, in spite of
the provision of painted lines - a different colour for each of the facilities - on the walkways leading
from its many entrances.

1982 : Nat Day’s Agency was founded in 1904 from an office at Albion House, Oxford Street, on
the same floor as Dr Crippen’s surgery. One of Nat Day’s first clients was Belle Elmore, Crippen’s
wife. 78 years later, Nat Day’s Agency was still operating - this time from Charing Cross Road
offices - and Mr Day, himself, was still in sole charge. He began as a performer, making his debut
in 1897 at the age of eleven at the People’s Palace, Mile End Road. He was eighteen years old when
he opened his Agency, which he ran alongside his own
production company. During the First World War he
specialised in providing shows for Army Training Camps;
between the Wars he developed a steady touring circuit in
Australia; throughout his career he provided “turns” for
variety shows and pantomimes all over the country. He was
the Honorary Secretary of the Association of Touring and
Producing Managers for nearly forty years, and was a walking
encyclopaedia of all things theatrical. His office was like a
Dickensian film set, with a sit-up desk. His filing cabinet was
the floor and various chairs, with what he described as his
“Niagara” - regularly falling cascade of papers and old
folders. Amongst these was a folder marked “Music Hall
Strike” which dated from 1907 and contained letters between
himself and Marie Lloyd. He was threatening to sue her
because of defamatory remarks she had made against his
client, Belle Elmore.
For the past few weeks his locked office has had a notice
pinned to the door saying “Temporarily closed due to illness”.
Sadly it is now permanently closed following the death of Nat
Day at the age of 98.

