1987-88

1987: The night of October 16th
saw a storm of fierce intensity
over most of the British Isles.
Wind forces in some places
r e a c h e d l e v e l s n o r ma l l y
classified as “Hurricane”. An
enormous amount of damage
was done to property, and more
than a hundred theatres reported
building damage to some
considerable extent.

1987: The Playhouse, Charing
Cross has opened again for live
theatre for the first time since
1951 - when the BBC took it
over for live radio broadcasts.
The 80 year old building has
been completely refurbished. It
stands on the site of the Avenue
Theatre which collapsed in 1905.

1988: A new theatre has opened
in Edmonton, in the London
Borough of Enfield. The 350 seat
venue is incorporated into a
Library complex and is called the
Millfield Theatre.

1988: The National Theatre has
been renamed. By order of the
Queen, it will henceforth be
known as the Royal National
Theatre. This gives it equal status
with the Royal Shakespeare
Company and the Royal Opera
House.

1988: The month of December
saw a cause for celebration not
just in Margate but for the whole
of the theatre profession. The
Th e a t r e R o y a l , M a r g a t e ,
originally built in 1787, and the
second oldest provincial theatre
in England, has re-opened after
more than twenty years as a bingo
hall.
The building underwent a
reconstruction in 1874 and will
need a great deal of money spent
on it if it is to recapture its former
splendour. However, it is, at
least, open again, thanks to the
efforts of its new manager, Jolyon
Jackley.

1987 : The Nation at last has a Theatre Museum, situated most appropriately in the heart of
Covent Garden, and opened - when else? - on Shakespeare’s birthday, April 23rd. The museum
houses collections relating to drama, music hall, opera, ballet, circus, puppet theatre and pop
music. It is a branch of the Victoria and Albert Museum and its material has come from the
Gabrielle Enthoven Collection and the archives of the British Theatre Museum Association both of which were donated to the V&A. There is a permanent exhibition of the history of the
theatre from the 18th century onwards. This will be supplemented by temporary exhibitions.
The building contains research and reading facilities and a 70 seat theatre The Museum has
acquired the Hinkins Collection of Toy Theatre sheets, the Houston Rogers Collection of
theatrical photos, and the Anthony Hippisley Collection of circus material.

1988: Sir Peter Hall has decided to move on after serving fifteen years as Director of the
National Theatre. His tenure at the NT has been controversial. His many successes, like Peter
Shaffer’s “Amadeus” (1979) and “The Oresteia” (1981) have been balanced by much criticism of
his freelance work outside the National. His diaries, published five years ago, provide a
fascinating picture of the politics involved in running the National.
He has decided to create his own Anglo-American company which will employ British and
American performers. The productions will transfer between London and New York. He has
already announced Tennessee Williams’ “Orpheus Descending” with Vanessa Redgrave, and
“The Merchant of Venice” with Dustin Hoffman.
His successor at the National Theatre is to be Richard Eyre, who has been associate director at
the NT for the past seven years.

1988: At the age of 44, Judi Dench has received
the highest accolade offered to a British actress.
She has been created a Dame of the British
Empire. From her debut as Ophelia in Liverpool
in 1957 to her Juliet at the Old Vic in 1960 she
was regarded as a most promising newcomer.
With her Lady Macbeth in 1963 she established
herself as one of our leading performers.
Her work has included Cabaret (1968), The Good
Companions (1974), Mother Courage (1984) and
Cleopatra last year.
She has had success on television in a three year
long series of “A Fine Romance”, playing
opposite her real-life husband, Michael Williams,
and has appeared in several films.

