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1999: The history of British
Theatre has always been tied up
with the affairs of the “Royal”
Theatres in Covent Garden and
Drury Lane.
In the year when the Royal
Opera House , Covent Garden
reopens after a magnificent
rebuilding, it is fitting that Drury
Lane should be making its own
piece of modern history. “Miss
Saigon” has closed after a ten
year run—the longest run in the
history of Drury Lane.
This musical, set in the Vietnam
War, was written by Alain
Boublil and Claude-Michel
Schonberg and produced by
Cameron Mackintosh.

1999: As the 20th Century ends,
Agatha Christie’s “Mousetrap”
continues to break every record
ever known in the Theatre
World. It is now in its 48th year
in London.

Dewynters

1999: On December 7th, 1732 the first
Covent Garden Theatre opened,
alternating plays and operas with varying
success. In 1782 and 1792 some building
work was carried out to enlarge the
theatre.
Disaster struck on 19 September, 1808
when the theatre burnt to the ground. Ten
months later a second theatre opened on
the same site, and became home to the
Kembles, Madame Vestris and the great
clown, Grimaldi.
In 1846 the theatre underwent rebuilding
to turn it into an “up to the minute” opera
house—but just ten years later it once
again burnt to the ground.
The third theatre opened on May 15th,
1858. It cost a staggering £70,000, and at
one point 1200 men were working on the
building site. The opening night was
fraught with technical difficulties and the
performance was never completed.
That same theatre has now undergone a
mega-million pound rebuilding.—£78.5
million from the National Lottery, and that
sum reportedly trebled from other sources.
It is now claimed to be the most modern
opera house in the world with its mid 19th
century beauty restored and enhanced.
The opening night on December 4, 1999
was beset with technical difficulties—
proving that history repeats itself in the
theatre as in real life.

Simon Bowman & Lea Salonga in the
original cast of “Miss Saigon”

