1997: Sam Wanamaker was a Chicago born actor who began his career in
his home town in 1936 and made his New York debut in 1942. After
serving in World War II he returned to New York. In 1952 he came to
London to direct and appear in a production of Clifford Odet’s “Winter
Journey”. The 33 year old actor fell in love with England and decided to
remain. In 1957 he was appointed director of the New Shakespeare
Theatre, Liverpool , and two years later he joined the Shakespeare
Memorial Theatre at Stratford upon Avon. His performance as Iago to
Paul Robeson’s “Othello” was highly praised.
In 1970 he began a campaign to rebuild Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre near
to its original site on London’s Bankside. He founded the Globe Theatre
Trust and opened a temporary tent theatre on the site in 1972. Southwark
Council was not enthusiastic about the idea, but Wanamaker persevered,
and produced plans by Theo Crosby for the first all-wooden building in
London since the Great Fire of 1666. To help publicise his campaign he
opened the Bear Garden Museum, displaying exhibits from Shakespeare’s
era.
Building work started in 1992, and in 1993 enough of the theatre was
complete to enable a German language production of “The Merry Wives of Windsor” to take place on the site. But, sadly, Sam
Wanamaker died that year, at the age of 74. He did not live to see his dream come true. Last year the theatre was almost finished and
was able to obtain a temporary licence for an experimental period to test out the acoustics. A short season opened with “Two
Gentlemen of Verona”. Audiences enjoyed themselves enormously. Actors pronounced themselves delighted with the experience.
Starting with the 1997 season, Shakespeare’s Globe, Bankside, has a permanent licence. The production of “Henry V” marked the
official return of the Globe, 378 years after its debut.

Since his West End debut in 1967, the Scarborough-based actor,
director and playwright Alan Ayckbourn has become the most
successful playwright of the age. Rivalled only by Agatha Christie,
he has become the most performed writer of the English stage, and
has received over 20 major awards and honours including an
Olivier, a Moliere, the Variety Club of Great Britain Playwright of
the Year and the Writers’ Guild of Great Britain Lifetime
Achievement Awards In 1992 he was Cameron Mackintosh
Professor of Contemporary Theatre at Oxford University, and he
was appointed a CBE ten years ago. This year he has received the
ultimate accolade for his body of work, and has been knighted.
Below, Left to right : Sir Cameron, Sir Alan and Lord Andrew

1997:
Originally a stagehand at Drury Lane,
Cameron Mackintosh started producing shows when
he was 20 years old. In the thirty years since then he
has become the greatest and best known impresario
of British Theatre. His productions are running in
many countries throughout the world, his work has
never been out of the West End, he owns theatres, he
is a multi-millionaire, has created a charitable
foundation to support and encourage new theatre
work, and has funded a Chair of Theatre at Oxford
University. His name is known throughout the world
and is synonymous with British Theatre: “Phantom”,
“Les Miserables”, “Cats”, “Carousel” at the National
Theatre, “Oliver” at the Palladium, the works of
Stephen Sondheim - all of these are associated with
Cameron Mackintosh who has been knighted in the
New Year’s Honours.

1997: Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber has been given a
Life Peerage, and is now Lord Lloyd Webber. At
the age of 49 he is one of the youngest recipients
ever to receive this accolade.

1997: The funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales on Saturday 6 September
came after a week of unprecedented public displays of mourning. The
Princess, recently divorced from the heir to the throne, was killed in a car
accident in Paris. Despite enormous controversy surrounding her private
life, she was held in overwhelming affection by much of the general public.
Her funeral was the biggest seen in London for very many years.
The funeral ended shortly before the start of most Saturday matinee
performances throughout the country. Many theatres decided to cancel their
matinee performances as a mark of respect.

1997: Lord Chadlington, Chairman of the Royal
Opera House, told a Parliamentary Committee that
the Opera House was facing imminent bankruptcy.
Work has already started on a major reconstruction of
the building following a £55 million lottery grant, but
pressures on raising “matching funding” for the
building itself meant that public and private donors
were being stretched. Trying to fund-raise for a new
building and the normal running of the opera
company was proving to be an impossible task. A
number of MPs were highly critical and
unsympathetic.
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