"Shakespeare's Globe" back on Bankside

1997: Sam Wanamaker was a Chicago born actor wbarbhis career in
his home town in 1936 and made his New York debui942. After
serving in World War Il he returned to New Yorkn 1952 he came to
London to direct and appear in a production off@id Odet's “Winter
Journey”. The 33 year old actor fell in love witlhdgtand and decided to
remain. In 1957 he was appointed director of themwNShakespeare
Theatre, Liverpool , and two years later he joinb@é Shakespearci
Memorial Theatre at Stratford upon Avon. His parfance as lago to
Paul Robeson’s “Othello” was highly praised.

In 1970 he began a campaign to rebuild Shakese@tebe Theatre nea
to its original site on London’s Bankside. He fded the Globe Theatref 4§
Trust and opened a temporary tent theatre on theénsil972. Southwarkg
Council was not enthusiastic about the idea, buhaieaker persevered]
and produced plans by Theo Crosby for the firstvalbden building in
London since the Great Fire of 1666. To help mikdi his campaign he
opened the Bear Garden Museum, displaying exHitnita Shakespeare’
era.

Building work started in 1992, and in 1993 enoudhthe theatre was

complete to enable a German language productidfTté Merry Wives of Windsor” to take place on thiee. But, sadly, Sam
Wanamaker died that year, at the age of 74. Headlidive to see his dream come true. Last yeaitheatre was almost finished and
was able to obtain a temporary licence for an empmital period to test out the acoustics. A shlsma@son opened with “Two
Gentlemen of Verona”. Audiences enjoyed themsebresrmously. Actors pronounced themselves delibkiih the experience.
Starting with the 1997 season, Shakespeare’s GBaekside, has a permanent licence. The produdidiienry V” marked the
official return of the Globe, 378 years after ithdt.

A Knight in Scarborough Cameron is Knighted

Since his West End debut in 1967, the Scarboroagiedh actor,  1997:  Originally a stagehand at Drury Lane,
director and playwright Alan Ayckbourn has beconte tmost  Cameron Mackintosh started producing shows when
successful playwright of the age. Rivalled onlyAyatha Christie, he was 20 years old. In the thirty years since the
he has become the most performed writer of theifimgtage, and  has become the greatest and best known impresario
has received over 20 major awards and honours dimguan  of British Theatre. His productions are running in
Olivier, a Moliere, the Variety Club of Great BiitaPlaywright of ~ many countries throughout the world, his work has
the Year and the Writers' Guild of Great Britain fdtime never been out of the West End, he owns theatees, h
Achievement Awards In 1992 he was Cameron Mackmto . 2 muilti-millionaire, has created a _charitable

. foundation to support and encourage new theatre
Professor. of Contemporary Theatre at O_xford Umv;argnd he work, and has funded a Chair of Theatre at Oxford
was appointed a CBE ten years ago. This yeaabedteived the  ynjversity. His name is known throughout the world
ultimate accolade for his body of work, and hasbegghted. and is synonymous with British Theatre: “Phantom”,
“Les Miserables”, “Cats”, “Carousel” at the Natidna
Theatre, “Oliver” at the Palladium, the works of
Stephen Sondheim - all of these are associated with
Cameron Mackintosh who has been knighted in the
New Year's Honours.

Lloyd Webber Lorded

1997: Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber has been given a
Life Peerage, and is now Lord Lloyd Webber. At

the age of 49 he is one of the youngest recipients
ever to receive this accolade.

, | Royal Opera "facing bankruptcy"
Prmcess s funeral u Shows canceHEd 1997: Lord Chadlington, Chairman of the Royal

Opera House, told a Parliamentary Committee that
the Opera House was facing imminent bankruptcy.
Work has already started on a major reconstruatfon
the building following a £55 million lottery grartut
pressures on raising “matching funding” for the
building itself meant that public and private dmo
were being stretched. Trying to fund-raise foreavn
building and the normal running of the opera
company was proving to be an impossible task. A
number of MPs were highly critical and
unsympathetic.

John Tramper

Below, Left to right : Sir Cameron, Sir Alan abdrd Andrew

1997: The funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales oturBlay 6 September
came after a week of unprecedented public disptdymourning. The
Princess, recently divorced from the heir to th@nle, was killed in a car
accident in Paris. Despite enormous controversyosading her private
life, she was held in overwhelming affection by tmwf the general public.
Her funeral was the biggest seen in London for veayy years.

The funeral ended shortly before the start of mSaturday matinee
performances throughout the country. Many theatezsded to cancel their
matinee performances as a mark of respect.



