Kenneth More
1914 - 1982

His career on Stage,
Film & Television

KENNETH MORE, CBE
( 20 September 1914 – 12 July 1982 )

Born in Vicarage Road, Gerards Cross, Bucks, the son of
Gilbert More and his wife Edith Winifred
(née
Watkins). His father was a pilot in the Royal Naval Air
Service. His mother was the daughter of a Cardiff solicitor.
He had an older sister, Kate. It was a very well-to-do
family, with a nanny, cook and butler.
After the War his father was appointed General Manager of
the Jersey Eastern Railway, and Kenny spent part of his
childhood in the Channel Islands and was educated at
Victoria College, Jersey After he left school, he
followed the family tradition by training as a civil
engineer, but rapidly became bored and left college,
working for a while in Sainsbury’s.
In 1931 his father died, and Kenny applied to join the
RAF, but was turned down on medical grounds. He then
sailed to Canada, intending to become a fur trapper, but
he was refused immigration papers and forced to return
home.
Beryl Johnstone, who would later play Meg
Richardson’s sister, Kitty Jarvis, in the
original cast of “Crosroads”

On his return he got a job at the Windmill Theatre,
which was run by a family friend, Vivian Van Damm,
and this was to lead to his highly successful
international career on stage and in films (Full details to
follow)
His stage career was interrupted by the outbreak of the
Second World War, during which time he served as a
lieutenant in the Royal Navy, seeing active service
aboard the cruiser HMS Aurora and the aircraft carrier
HMS Victorious. He returned to acting in 1946.

Kenny and “Bill” arriving in New York

Kenny with Angela Douglas, his third wife.

He was married three times: his first marriage in 1939 to
actress Beryl Johnstone ended in divorce in 1946.
There was one daughter of this marriage, Susan, born
1941. He married Mabel Edith "Bill" Barkby in 1952
(one daughter, Sarah, born 1954) but left her in 1968
for Angela Douglas, an actress 26 years his junior,
causing considerable estrangement from friends and
family. They were married on March 17th 1968, but
underwent a separation for several years towards the
end of the 1970s. They were reunited when he was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease. Angela cared for
him devotedly until his death in 1982.

His Early Career
1935 - 1937 : THE WINDMILL THEATRE
Originally employed to assist with the management, Kenneth More was quickly promoted to
play the straight man in the comedy routines staged at Vivian Van Damm “Revudeville” shows
at the Windmill Theatre.
At this time he was billed as “Ken More”
Also in the company was the soon-to-be
husband and wife team of Eric Barker
and Pearl Hackney.

During his year at the Windmill he also appeared as
an uncredited walk-on in the feature film:
LOOK UP AND LAUGH (1936)
Made at the Ealing Studios, directed by Basil Dean
and starring Gracie Fields, Alfred Drayton , Harry Tate and a very young Vivien Leigh. The
screenplay was by J.B.Priestley.
He also appeared, mostly uncredited, in the following “shorts”:
FULL STEAM (1936)
BOTTLE PARTY (1936)
WINDMILL REVELS (1937)
CARRY ON LONDON (1937)
These films were produced by Ace Films and were all about 45 minute long promotions
featuring sketches from the Windmill Theatre. The performers were members of the Windmill
Company. Kenneth More is credited in “Carry on London”, but in none of the others. (It
seems there were 17 Ace short films promoting the Windmill Revuedeville Shows, and there
may have been others in which Kenneth More appeared.)
(Information kindly supplied by Maurice Poole)

Touring and Repertory Seasons
After almost two years at the Windmill he went out on his first tour:
DO YOU REMEMBER? (1937)
A comedy by Edith Saville and John Carlton.
This toured from August to October, and then after a month’s break, was revived for two
more weeks. It opened at the Pier Eastbourne, and other dates included Brighton (West
Pier), and Birmingham Royal. After its month-long break, it played a further two weeks
including the Lyceum in Edinburgh. Kenneth More played the part of a student. The cast
included Dorothy Baird, Reginald Newson, Dennis Shand, Brenda Greene, Helen Lacey,
Rey Leywood, Hillary Windsor and Bobbie de la Tour. The Management was Barry
O’Brien, Ltd.
HANDS NEVER LIE (1937)
by Olive Temple
In the month long gap on the “Do You Remember?” tour, Kenneth More did a one-off play
for just one week at the Grafton Theatre, Tottenham Court Road. He played the role of
Reggie Ardwick, the murderer. The cast included Florence Harwood, Mae Raymond, Ann
Wrigg, Raymond Douglas, John Wickham, John Rickett, Fred Ricketts, Billy Williams, H.
Cameron, A. Street. Directed by Joan Temple. The Management: Lionel Westlake

BYKER REPERTORY SEASON (1938)
Kenneth More was engaged for the first seven months of 1938 at the Grand Theatre, Byker,
under the direction of Charles Denville.
The company included Julie Boas,
E .Hamilton Jordan, and Beryl Johnstone
(who would later become his first wife).
Many of the plays in this season were
written (or “cobbled together” ) by
Charles Denville himself, as a means of
saving money on royalty payments.
Plays performed during this season
included attractions like “The Sheik”,
“Sweeney Todd”, “Burke and Hare”, and
“Dracula’s Daughter”.

DISTINGUISHED GATHERING (1938)
by James Parish
This was a short-run play which opened in August at Wimbledon Theatre and then moved to
the King’s Theatre, Hammersmith. Kenneth More played C.D. Williams, a young airman,
and came in for some praise. The cast included: Martin Lewis, Oliver Johnnston, Christine
Bennett, Maurice Braddell, Millicent Wolf, Mona Loverick, Harold Mortlake, Barbara
Spicer, Marjorie Cooper, Arthur Goff, John Darcy and John Garside. As a result of this
appearance he was offered the autumn rep season at the Grand, Wolverhampton - a
prestigious engagement, since the famous Derek Salberg was in charge of rep at
Wolverhampton and Birmingham , and either of these dates was considered to be the
leading provincial repertory theatre.

WOLVERHAMPTON REPERTORY SEASON (1938)
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton.
This season lasted from September to December 1938. The company included Gerald Cuff,
Aletha Orr, Tommy Raynor, Bruce Walker, Alex Moller and Lee Fox, and the weekly plays
were directed by Hilary Fisher White. Plays performed during this time included “Rookery
Nook”, “Thark”, “Candida”, “White Cargo”. The season ended just before the pantomime.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD (1939)
by Lionel Brown
The tour opened January 1939 at the Winter Gardens,
New Brighton, and ran until the beginning of March.
Dates on this tour included Southport, Blackpool,
Wimbledon and Northampton. The leading lady was
Phyllis Neilson Terry, a star-name of the time. Other
company members were Heron Carvic, Jean Webster
Brough, Douglas Quayle, Anne Pichon, and J. Farries
Moss.

WOLVERHAMPTON REPERTORY SEASON (1939)
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton.
In March 1939 Kenneth More returned for a second season at Wolverhampton. The season
opened with “I Killed the Count”. The company included Aletha Orr, Kathleen Holdernesse,
Douglas Quayle, and Gerald Lennan. Also in the cast was Beryl Johnstone, the second time
she and Kenny had worked together. They decided fate had drawn them together, and got
married at the end of this season.
In July Kenneth More and Anne Pichon were “on loan” from Wolverhampton to play at
Derek Salberg’s Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham in “The Wind and the Rain”. The rep
season closed for a two week holiday in August, so Kenneth More and the Wolverhampton
Stage Manager, Alex Moller decided to go on holiday to the south of France. They were
forced to return suddenly when the declaration of war seemed imminent, and when they got
back to Wolverhampton they were suddenly out of work since all theatres were closed by
Government order.
There now followed a six year break in Kenny’s acting career.

1940-1946
During these years Kenneth More served as a lieutenant in the Royal Navy, seeing active
service aboard the cruiser HMS Aurora and the aircraft carrier HMS Victorious. He returned
to acting in 1946.

HMS Aurora

HMS Victorious

Kenneth More in Valparaiso 1940

In Taranto, Christmas 1943

HMS Aurora, Naples 1944. Kennet More (right with telescope)

1946
CRIMSON HARVEST (1946)
By Cecil Talbot
Gateway Theatre Notting Hill Gate. Two weeks.
Kenneth More was demobbed in January 1946, and one month later, with a new agent, he
was offered a small part for a two week run in a tiny theatre in Notting Hill. The cast
included: Peter Bayliss, Elizabeth Bayley, Pearl Dadswell, Patricia Davidson, Michael
O’Halloran, Basil Rogers, and Don Tasker. The director was Marcus Insley.

BBC TV Trials
In preparation for the reopening of the BBC Television Service, Kenneth More was engaged
to appear in four tv plays to be performed live on closed-circuit. This was to serve as a
training ground for performers and technicians. These were not to be broadcast and were
used to give everyone experience for future transmissions. One of the plays was entitled :
They Flew Through the Sand
with Kenneth More playing an RAF wing-commander and Charles Victor his Cockney
batman. The titles of the other three plays have been forgotten.

ARMY BENEVOLENT CHARITY TATTOO
Albert Hall
This was an Army Benevolent Fund Charity Tattoo performed at the Albert Hall on May 8th
& 9th, attended by the Queen and the Princess Royal. Reginald Tate appeared as St George,
William Fox as the Soldier, Lance Fairfax as the Trumpeter, Nigel Patrick as Henry V,
Gillian Maude as Queen Elizabeth, and Kenneth More as William Pitt.

BBC TELEVISION SERVICE
On June 7th 1946 Kenneth More appeared in the very first play to be televised after the war.
It was called “Silence of the Sea”, with Kenny playing the part of a German officer. At this
time there were only 1,343 TV licence holders in the country—all in the London area. It
was broadcast live.
Over the next two years Kenneth More appeared in a further seventeen TV plays, all of them
broadcast live. Some of them were recorded for archive purposes, but, in those days, the
recording quality was not good enough for subsequent broadcast. These TV plays were
broadcast in between his stage and film engagements. Among these plays some titles are
known to be
Silence of the Sea
The Web (playing a returning, blind war hero)
The Canvas Rainbow
The Luck of the Graces
Henry IV (by Pirandello)
Death of a Rat (playing a research scientist)
Mourning Becomes Electra
Toad of Toad Hall (as Mr Badger)

AND NO BIRDS SING
by Jenny Laird and John Fernald
Following a Sunday-night, no-scenery
backers’ performance at the Comedy Theatre,
it was decided to take this play on a pre-West
End tour and open at the Aldwych Theatre.
Harry Dubens, who was Kenneth More’s
agent, decided to take a 50% share in the
show, and pressed for Kenny to play the part
of the Rev “Basher” Platt, a bluff, outspoken
clergyman.
The play opened in June 1946 in Aberdeen,
followed by Edinburgh, Glasgow, Newcastle,
Manchester Opera House, Liverpool,
Sheffield, Leeds, Norwich, Nottingham, Hull,
Blackpool, Wimbledon, Bristol,
Bournemouth and then into the Aldwych.
The play opened at the Aldwych on
November 14th 1946, and represented
Kenneth More’s official West End debut.
The notices were mixed: “Theatre World”
said: “Though entertaining in many respects,
this play. . . fails to grip in its entirety
because the authors’ aim is never made
clear”. There was praise for the performance
of Helen Haye, but none of the critics gave
any special attention to the name of Kenneth
More.
However, on January 1st 1947 the production
was honoured by a visit from King George
VI, the Queen and Princess Elizabeth.
SCHOOL FOR SECRETS (1946)
Kenneth More was offered a “cameo role” in
the film “School for Secrets” starring Ralph
Richardson and Richard Attenborough, and
directed by Peter Ustinov. It would involve
one day’s filming (and back in time for the
evening at the Aldwych.) He would be paid
£10 for the day, and would play the part of a
fighter-pilot taking off and landing. In the
event, it was a non-speaking part, and he was
costumed in a Biggles-type flying suit with
goggles. His face was never seen! He
received the £10 but did not get any onscreen credit for the role.

1947
POWER WITHOUT GLORY
by Michael Hutton
This opened in February 1947 at the New Lindsey in Notting Hill Gate. Following excellent
notices, it transferred to the Fortune Theatre in April . The cast consisted of Beatrice Varley,
Maureen Pook, Mary Horn, Trevor Ward, Dandy Nichols, Kenneth More and newcomer,
Dirk Bogarde. It was directed by Chloe Gibson. Kenneth More played Eddie. On June 1st
1947 the cast performed a live 60 minute version as a BBC television broadcast.

PEACE IN OUR TIME
by Noel Coward
Immediately following “Power Without
Glory” Kenneth More was cast as George
Bourne, the leader of the British Resistance
Movement in Noel Coward’s “Peace in Our
Time”, a play which depicted what England
would be like if the Nazis had succeeded. It
opened at the Lyric Theatre in July 1947. In
spite of excellent notices, it ran for just four
months—although that was a fairly average
length of run for a straight play in the 1940s.
Kenneth More, Phillip Guard & Michael Kent

SCOTT OF THE ANTARCTIC (1948)
Thanks to the influence of
Elspeth March, who was in
the cast of “Peace in Our
Time”, and married to
Stewart Grainger - at that
time the most successful
film actor in the country Kenneth More got the part
of Lieutenant Teddy Evans
in the film “Scott of the
Antarctic”
directed by
Charles Frend.
Kenny
filmed his parts in Ealing
during the autumn of 1947,
filming in the daytime
whilst still appearing in the
evenings at the Lyric Theatre. The film starred John Mills, with a supporting cast which
included James Robertson Justice, Derek Bond, John Gregson, and Christopher Lee. The
rest of the film was shot largely on location in Norway, with a double standing in for Kenny,
who was still committed to his play. The film was not completed and premiered until
halfway through 1948, some nine months after Kenny had completed his part.
FOR THEM THAT TRESPASS (1949)
This was a prison melodrama starring Richard Todd,
Stephen Murray and Patricia Plunkett. Kenneth
More played a prison warden, a two-day
engagement for what was virtually a walk-on part.
He accepted this while waiting for the release of
“Scott of the Antarctic” - he needed the money- £50
for the two days. Filmed in 1948 and released the
following year.

MAN ON THE RUN (1949)
In this film Kenneth More played a villain, ex-Corporal Newman, who tried to blackmail an
old army pal played by Derek Farr. Also in the cast were Edward Chapman, Laurence
Harvey, and in the smaller roles, Alfie Bass, Valentine Dyall and Eleanor Summerfield. This
was filmed in 1948 and released the following year.
STOP PRESS GIRL (1949)
Kenneth More played Police Sergeant Bonzo in this comedy fantasy about a girl who
inadvertently and unknowingly stopped all mechanical appliances she travelled in. She gets a
job as an air hostess, and this leads to potential disaster. The film featured Sally Ann Howes
as the unfortunate girl, and Gordon Jackson, Basil Radford, Naunton Wayne and James
Robertson Justice amongst others,
NOW BARRABAS (1949)
A story of an imprisoned murderer, played by Richard Greene, facing execution. The cast
included Cedric Hardwicke, Kathleen Harrison, William Hartnell, Dora Bryan, and Richard
Burton in a small role. Kenneth More played the small part of Spencer.

THE WAY THINGS GO (1950)
Originally Kenneth More had been turned down for the part of Lord John, dismissed as “Not
the right type” by the author, Frederick Lonsdale. Instead, Edmund Purdom was cast in the
part, but during rehearsals he was clearly having difficulties playing the comedy. (He would
later become a top Hollywood star in musicals!) On the opening night of the pre-London
tour it was decided he would have to be replaced, and an urgent call went out for Kenny to
rush to Edinburgh, and take over on the Saturday matinee at the end of that week. Kenny
himself wasn’t too keen, now he had settled into the world of films, but his agent insisted
that prestige lay in live theatre. So, as a last minute replacement, Kenneth More took over as
Lord John. There was a break for more rehearsals and then the play opened directly at the
Phoenix Theatre on March 2nd , 1950. It ran for 155 performances, ending in August.
Following the West End run, the play did two special weeks at Brighton.

BBC TELEVISION PLAYS
During the gaps between filming, Kenneth More did several live plays for BBC Television.
He had played Toad in “Toad of Toad Hall” four Christmases running. One notable
production in 1950 was a TV production of “Macbeth”, in which he played the role of Ross.
Details of the other productions seem to be lost, and Kenneth More himself could not
remember how many plays, and what they were called.
MORNING DEPARTURE (1950)
Starring John Mills, this was about twelve men trapped in a sunken submarine. Kenneth
More played Lt. Commander James. Also in the film were Richard Attenborough, Nigel
Patrick, George Cole and Bernard Lee. It was based on the highly successful stage play.

CHANCE OF A LIFETIME (1950)
Starring, produced,
part-written and
directed
by
Bernard Miles, this
told the story of
the owner of a
failing
factory,
who decides to
hand it over to the
workers to run it
for
themselves.
Kenny played the
part of Adam, the
go-ahead factory
engineer. Patrick
Troughton and Hattie Jacques played small parts. The film was nominated for the 1951
BAFTA for Best British Film, but was beaten by “The Blue Lamp”

THE FRANCHISE AFFAIR (1951)
Kenneth More played Stanley Peters, a garage mechanic, caught up in a kidnapping story
involving Marjorie Fielding, Michael Denison and Dulcie Gray, Ann Stephens, Athene
Seyler, and Hy Hazell amongst others. It was filmed in
1950, and released the following year.

THE GALLOPING MAJOR (1951)
The title is taken from the song of the same name, and the
plot was around gambling and horse-racing. Kenneth More
played a film producer in this story of suburbanites training
a horse for the Grand National. The leading roles were
played by Basil Radford, Jimmy Hanley and Janette Scott,
and in the supporting roles was a host of stalwarts of British
films, including A.E. Matthews, Sidney James, Charles
Hawtrey, Hugh Griffith, Alfie Bass, Leslie Phillips and
Joyce Grenfell .

THE CLOUDED YELLOW (1951)
A retired secret service agent (Trevor Howard) is cataloguing butterflies
in a country mansion (The “clouded yellow” is a rare species of
butterfly) when a murder occurs. Kenneth More played Willy Shepley.
Directed by Ralph Thomas and produced by Betty Box, the film also
featured Jean Simmons, Sonia Dresdel, Andre Morell and Richard
Wattis.
NO HIGHWAY (1951)
This was a story involving a potential plane
crash and was a high prestige British film
using two top American stars, James
Stewart and Marlene Dietrich alongside
British stars Jack Hawkins and Janette
Scott. The American director had been
impressed with “The Way Things Go” and
wanted to use Ronald Squire, Kenneth More
and Glynis Johns in the film. Kenny played
Dobson, the second pilot, but is not credited in the film’s titles.
Strangely enough, a number of well known British actors
appear in this film without any form of credit. As well as Kenny
they include Dora Bryan, Felix Aylmer, Wilfred Hyde-White,
Maurice Denham, Bessie Love, and a very early appearance of
Pete Murray - none of them credited.
APPOINTMENT WITH VENUS (1951)
Venus is a prize pedigree cow left behind on a
Channel Island following the German
occupation. The Ministry of Agriculture need
this cow to be rescued and brought back to
mainland Britain from under the noses of the
Germans. David Niven is the man to do this,
and Kenneth More, as Lionel Fallaize, is a local
conscientious objector who ends up fighting and
helping in the task. Glynis Johns, Bernard Lee
and Jeremy Spenser were also featured in this
Ralph Thomas and Betty Box comedy.
BRANDY FOR THE PARSON (1951)
This comedy film about a young couple who get
mixed up in a smuggling ring was a “B” feature,
shown as a second feature to the evening’s main
attraction. Although it was a low budget job, it
did mean something very special to Kenneth
More: it was the first time his name was billed
above the title—his first “star” billing. It was
directed by John Eldridge and “starred” Kenneth
More, James Donald and Jean Lodge. Kenny
played Tony Racham, a brandy smuggler, who
manages to involve an innocent young couple.

THE YELLOW BALLOON (1952)
This was a highly dramatic story of accidental death, blackmail
and murder, starring Kenneth More as a Cockney bus driver and
13 year old Andrew Ray as his son. Also in the film were
Bernard Lee, Kathleen Ryan, Sid James and 13 year old Stephen
Fenemore.
The final chase through the London Underground as a young boy
is desperately trying to escape with his life caused the film to be
classified with a “X” Certificate under the new rules. Since this
would have a considerable impact on its sales, this decision was
eventually reversed, and the film re-classified as an “A”

NEVER LET ME GO (1952)
This was an MGM romantic adventure starring Clark Gable and
Gene Tierney which for various reasons was being shot in the UK,
using Cornwall as a location for Estonia - the film was about
smuggling Russian-born wives from behind the Iron Curtain. The
supporting cast included Bernard Miles, Richard Haydn, Theodore
Bikel and Belita. Kenneth More was cast as Steve Quillan, Clark
Gable’s friend. At the time it was hoped that appearing with Gable
would give Kenny an opening into the American market.

THE DEEP BLUE SEA (Stage - 1952)
The pre-London tour of this play by Terence Rattigan opened in Brighton on February 4th
1952 for two weeks, followed by a week at the Prince of Wales, Cardiff. Its London
premiere was on March 6th at the Duchess
Theatre. It came in for enormous praise from
critics and audiences alike. It told the story of
Hester Collyer’s suicide attempt after she has
left her respectable husband for a semialcoholic former RAF pilot, Freddy Page.
Both Peggy Ashcroft and Kenneth More were
acclaimed for their performances, and this
production established Kenneth More as a
major acting talent.
Between August 28th and September 29th
Celia Johnson took over the role of Hester,
while Peggy Ashcroft went on a pre-arranged
holiday.
Peggy Ashcroft returned until
December 22nd, and then had to leave the cast
since she was contracted for the 1953 season at
Stratford on Avon. Her replacement was
Googie Withers. The play closed on May 30th,
1953 after a fifteen month run.
.
With Peggy Ashcroft

With Googie Withers

GENEVIEVE (1953)
The story revolves around two veteran cars and their crews participating in the annual
London to Brighton Veteran Car Run. Alan McKim and his wife Wendy (John Gregson
a n d D i n a h S h e ri d a n ) d r i v e
Genevieve, a 1904 Darracq. Their
friend Ambrose Claverhouse and his
latest girl-friend Rosalind Peters
(Kenneth More and Kay Kendall)
together with her pet St Bernard dog
ride in a 1904 Spyker.
The film was produced and directed
by Henry Cornelius and written by
William Rose. The main theme of the
musical score was composed and
performed by Larry Adler. Among
the supporting players were Joyce
Grenfell, Geoffrey Keen and Leslie
Mitchell,
During the filming Kenneth More
continued to appear eight
performances a week onstage in “The
Deep Blue Sea”. The film ran into
financial difficulties towards the end
of shooting, and then the top
executives at Pinewood saw the final
edit and were not impressed. They
were worried that none of the four
chief characters were “big” names,
and the film itself was a pleasant but
somewhat uninspiring comedy. The
release was delayed for a few months
and when it finally appeared, the
critics were sparing with their praise.
But then public word-of mouth took
over, and the box office boomed. It
was the second most popular film in
the UK in 1953 and actually won the
BAFTA for Best British Film. It
also received two Oscar nominations
- for Best original Screenplay and
Best Musical Score.
The film has since become a classic
and one of the greatest successes
ever made in a British studio.

Press release:

“Yes, it’s a far cry from “Genevieve”! KENNETH MORE, the
star who trundled to fame in that 52-year-old car, now drives this
100 m.p.h. car of the future. Says Kenneth, “I’m mad about cars.”
He has just finished playing Douglas Bader, in Pinewood’s
“REACH FOR THE SKY.”
Still by Cornel Lucas

Press release:

Miss More greets film producer. The blue-eyed blond perched on Kenneth More’s knee is his
daughter, 21-month-old Sarah. She gives a friendly handshake to producer Daniel Angel – who
is making REACH FOR THE SKY at Pinewood. Star of the film: Sarah’s daddy…
Still by Charles Trigg

OUR GIRL FRIDAY (1953)
(Re-released 1957 as The Adventures of Sadie
Exhausted from the double task of filming in the daytime
and performing onstage in the evening, and depressed by
the studio’s reaction to “Genevieve” (it had not yet been
released), Kenneth More had to fight for his fee for the
next film, and turn to
another film company. “Our
Girl Friday” was the story of
three men, Professor Gribble
(Robertson Hare), Jimmy
Carrol, a journalist (George
Cole) and Pat Plunkett, an
Irish stoker (Kenneth
More)—all shipwrecked on
a desert island with Sadie
(Joan Collins), a beautiful,
sexy girl. It was filmed in Majorca. Although this film was
eventually released after “Genevieve”, it did not do well at
the box office. However, it was re-released in 1957 with the
new title “The Adventures of Sadie”, by which time both
Kenneth More and Joan Collins were “big” names, and,
second d time round, it did good business.

DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE (1954)
Filmed in the autumn of 1953, this was
another of the Betty Box and Ralph
Thomas productions. It told of the life and
loves of four young medical students:
Simon Sparrow (Dirk Bogarde), Grimsdyke
(Kenneth More), Tony Benskin (Donald
Sinden) and Taffy Evans (Donald
Houston), with James Roberston Justice as
Sir Lancelot, the surgeon. The supporting
cast included Muriel Pavlow, Kay Kendall,
Joan Sims, Shirley Eaton, Joan Hickson,
Mona Washbourne, Richard Wattis, and a
guest appearance of Tommy Cooper.
It became the most popular box office film
of 1954 ( its success would later spawn six
sequels and even a TV series), and it made
Dirk Bogarde one of the biggest British
stars of the 1950s. It also established
Kenneth More as a top UK Film Star when
he won the 1955 BAFTA as Best Actor for
his role in this film.

THE DEEP BLUE SEA (TV Broadcast 1954)
This was a live TV broadcast on January 17th 1954, recreating the stage performance by
Kenneth More and Googie Withers. The cast included David Aylmer, Raymond Francis,
Robert Harris, Peter Illing, Gillian Lutyens and Dandy Nicholls.
THE MAN WHO LOVED REHEADS (1955)
Based on Terence Rattigan’s comedy “Who is Sylvia?” this comedy with Moira Shearer,
John Justin, Ronald Culver, Gladys Cooper and Denholm Elliott, was narrated by Kenneth
More. He did not appear in it, but “topped and tailed” the story.

RAISING A RIOT (1955)
This was the story of a dashing young naval officer, Tony Kent, returning home after three
years abroad with no idea how to handle his three young children. He is left to cope with
them when his wife goes off to visit a sick relative in Canada. His wife was played by
Shelagh Fraser, and the children by Mandy Miller, Gary Billings and Fusty Bentine. Also in
the cast were Michael Bentine and Ronald Squire. It was directed by Wendy Toye.

THE DEEP BLUE SEA (Film 1955)
Alexander Korda wanted to make the film version of this
hugely successful stage play, but Kenneth More was the
only lead player from the original cast, since Korda wanted
names more recognisable to film-goers. Vivien Leigh was
cast as Hester, and Eric Portman and Emlyn Williams in the
other major roles. Supporting players included Moira
Lister, Alec McCowen, Dandy Nicholls, Miriam Karlin and
Sidney James. The film was shot in Cinemascope. In spite
of Kenny’s misgivings over the chemistry between himself
and Vivien Leigh, and his concern that the use of
Cinemascope had destroyed the intimacy of the story, the
film received two BAFTA nominations (for Kenneth More
as Best British Actor, and for Terence Rattigan for Best
British Screenplay) and Kenny won the Venice Film
Festival Best Actor Award.

REACH FOR THE SKY (1956)
This was the true story of Group Captain Douglas
Bader who had lost both his legs in an air accident in
1931, but who fought his way back into the RAF at the
start of the Second World War and was accepted as a
fighter-pilot. In 1941 he was forced to bail out over
German-occupied France and was captured and sent as
a prisoner of war to Colditz. Kenneth More’s portrayal
of Bader was acclaimed, and for many critics is the
highlight of his entire career. The film itself was the
most popular UK release of 1956 and won the BAFTA
for Best British Film of the year. It was the most
successful film shown in the UK since “Gone with the
Wind” and took close to £1.5 million on its first
release. It went on to great success all over the world,
particularly in Spain, Canada and Japan. Curiously it
did not do especially well in the USA, despite Kenny
making an extensive USA press and publicity tour.
The cast included Muriel Pavlow as Thelma Bader, and
Lyndon Brook as Wing Commander Johnny Sanderson. It was directed by Lewis Gilbert.
Kenneth More was not the first choice for the role, which was originally offered to Richard
Burton (it is not known why this casting fell through.)
It was a career-changing film for Kenneth More. For some time following “Reach for the
Sky” he was the most popular, the highest paid, and most in demand screen actor in the
country.

Kenneth More with the real-life Johnny Johnson,
and with the real-life Mrs Douglas Bader

Press release:

KENNETH MORE with the man who set him
off on his show-business career: Impresario
Vivian Van Damm. It was Van Damm who
gave More his first show-business jobs – as a
stagehand at London’s Windmill Theatre, then
as a comedian’s “feed.” Here they watch a
scene from REACH FOR THE SKY – the film
in which ex-stagehand More stars as Douglas
Bader.
Still by Charles Trigg

SILVER JUBILEE OF THE WINDMILL THEATRE (1957)
(Radio Broadcast)

THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON (1957)
(American Title: Paradise Lagoon )
This film was shot
between September and
December
1956,
immediately following the
release of “Reach for the
Sky”.
The 12 week
shooting
schedule
consisted of two days at
Shepperton, five weeks in
Bermuda, and six weeks
back at Shepperton .
Kenneth More played
Crichton, the butler, and
Diane Cilento played Tweeney, the maid, accompanying their
aristocratic employers on a cruise. When shipwrecked on a desert
island, the aristocrats are utterly helpless and the social order is
reversed when Crichton takes over as the Guv’nor. Finally rescued
and back in London, the situation, of course, reverts to the old
order.
The cast included Cecil Parker, Martita Hunt, Sally Ann Howes,
Jack Watling, Peter Graves and Gerald Harper. It was directed by
Lewis Gilbert . Surprisingly, the critics hated it - possibly
compensating for their universal praise for “Reach for the Sky”.
But, once again, the public voted at the box office, and the film was
the third biggest UK box office draw of 1957.

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER (1958)
Based on Walter Lord’s book, this film version directed by Roy
Ward Baker and produced by William MacQuitty has long been
regarded as the high point by Titanic historians and survivors
alike for its accuracy, despite its modest production values when
compared with the 1997 Oscar winning film “Titanic”. The
production team used blueprints of the ship to create the sets
accurately. Four clips from “Titanic”, the 1943 Nazi propaganda
film, were incorporated into this film: two of the ship sailing in
calm waters during the day, and two clips of a flooding walkway
in the engine room. No credit was given for these brilliant
sequences which had been directed by Herbert Selpin, the
German film-maker. Selpin himself had been executed by
Goebbels because he was overheard criticising the German
military during the shooting of the film in 1942.
Kenneth More played Second Officer Charles Lightoller. Others
in the cast included Ronald Allen, Robert Ayres, Honor
Blackman, Michael Goodliffe and Laurence Naismith. The film
premiered in the UK on July 1st . The New York premiere in
December was attended by Elizabeth Dowdell, a Titanic survivor.
It won the Samuel Goldwyn International Award at the Golden
Globe Awards in the USA.

Two of the sequences from the 1943 Nazi propaganda film “Titanic” incorporated into the UK film

THE SHERIFF OF FRACTURED JAW (1958)
Kenneth More played Jonathon Tibbs, whose family
gunsmith business is on the brink of going under. He
decides to go to America to find a new market and ends up
at the small lawless town of Fractured Jaw
He inadvertently acquires a reputation for quickness on the
draw, due to his wrist-mounted Derringer-style weapon, and
gets appointed Sheriff. He gets involved in a gun-war
between two ranch owners, becomes an Indian blood
brother, and ends us marrying Miss Kate, the blonde
bombshell hotel owner (Jayne Mansfield).
American film-star Jayne Mansfield was flown over for this
joint UK/USA film, and the whole thing was shot in Spain
(the nearest European lookalike for Arizona). Up to this
point Jayne Mansfield was known primarily as a pin-up girl
with a big bosom, but she proved to be a very competent
actress and a delight to work with.
The odd mixture of supporting players included Henry Hull,
Bruce Cabot, Sid James, Eynon Evans and Robert Morley.
It was directed by Raol Walsh. It was a reasonable success
at the box office.
(The standing set in
Spain was later used
for “A Fistful of
Doll a rs”
thus
Kenneth More can
claim to have started
the whole run of
spaghetti westerns,
Jayne Mansfield died
ten years later, aged
34, in a car accident.)

NEXT TO NO TIME (1958)
Although released after “A Night to Remember”, this was
filmed before the Titanic film. There were delays in the
post-production period caused by the death of its director,
Henry Cornelius, and it was decided to hold this back until
“Night to Remember” had had its first impact. Kenneth
More played David Webb, a mild-mannered British planning
engineer who is sent across the Atlantic on the Queen
Elizabeth and ordered to persuade an unapproachable
financier (Roland Culver) to invest in a project that means
life and death to Webb’s company. Webb feels hugely out of
his depth, until
the sixty minutes
after
midnight
when all the
clocks in the ship
are stopped to
adjust the east-towest crossing. This proves to be an “enchanted
hour” which completely changes Webb’s life and
personality. Supporting roles were played by
John Laurie, Sid James and Irene Handl.
Kenny’s co-star was the American actress, Betsy
Drake, at that time married to Cary Grant.

THIS YOUR LIFE (TV 1959)
(Television Tribute)
On March 2nd 1959 Kenneth More was the subject of a This is Your Life programme,
hosted by Eamonn Andrews. Among the guests on the programme were Dirk Bogarde, Sally
Ann Howes, Kay Kendall, Doris Barry, Babs Davidson, Ethel Gething ,Douglas Hardy, Frith
Banbury, Sir Tom O’Brien MP and the St Bernard dog from “Genevieve”. There were
filmed tribute from Peter Ustinov, and his wife “Bill”, and daughter, Sarah

NORTH WEST FRONTIER (1959)
(American title: Flame Over India )
Kenneth More played the part of a British Army captain in India at the
turn of the century. He falls in love with the governess (Lauren Bacall)
of a young Hindu maharajah prince whose state is under attack from
Muslim Indians,. The film was directed by J. Lee Thompson (who
would later be head-hunted to Hollywood to direct the classic “Guns
of Navarone”).
It was filmed in Rajasthan, India, with the train sequences shot in
Spain. Filming took place in the autumn of 1958, and the film was
released the following year. The supporting cast included Wilfrid
Hyde-White, Herbert Lom, and I.S. Johar. It was a box office success
in the UK and was nominated for 3 BAFTAs, for Best Film, Best
British Screenplay and for J. Lee Thompson as Director.

THE THIRTY-NINE STEPS (1959)
Directed by Ralph Thomas, this was a
remake of the 1935 Alfred Hitchcock film,
with Kenneth More as Richard Hannay, the
diplomat who gets caught up in the death of
a spy, and who has to flee the police in his
attempt to complete the spy’s work.
This version suffered by comparison to the
original. Kenneth More was felt to give a
charming but leisurely performance, devoid
of any real tension, and the casting of
Finnish actress Taina Elg was felt to be a
complete mistake.
The whole film was criticised as lacking in
suspense. The supporting cast included Joan
Hickson, Brenda de Banzie, Bill Simpson
and Andrew Cruickshank. It was released in
March 1959, and filmed in the autumn of the
previous year. Despite its poor reviews, it
did well at the box office, on the strength of
Kenny’s name.

SINK THE BISMARCK
(1960)
This black and white war film
dealing with the operations,
chase and sinking of the
battleship Bismarck dealt as
much with the back-room
planners as the combatants
themselves. It was praised for
its historical accuracy (in spite
of one or two inconsistencies),
and for the way in which it
merged historical episodes
with the role of the individual,
giving the film an emotional
punch in its focus on the
human dimensions.
There was much praise for
Kenneth More’s performance
and several critics commented
on how "there is a respect for
the enemy that is missing in
many previous flag-wavers”.
The cast included Dana
Wynter and Carl Möhner, and
the director was highly
acclaimed Lewis Gilbert. It
proved to be popular with
critics and audience alike and,
unlike most British war
movies, it was a surprise hit in
the USA as well.

THE MAN IN THE MOON (1960)
Kenneth More is William Blood, a man who appears to be immune to all known diseases,
and is offered a job as passenger on a high altitude test flight by Dr Davidson (Michael
Hordern). Secretly he is being tested to be the first man to land on the Moon. Rivals try to
sabotage his chances, but when he meets Polly (Shirley Ann Field) he falls in love and loses
his immunity, thus sabotaging his own chances.
Released August 1961, this was Kenny’s first real flop - a disaster at the box office.

THE ANGRY DEEP (1961)
(Stage play - Directed by Kenneth More)
Stephen Mitchell and Kenneth More produced “The Angry Deep”, a new play by Anthony
Kimmins, opening at the Theatre Royal, Brighton on January 16th. After a short tour it was
expected to open in London early in February. Set in Malta during the last war, the play is
an authentic dramatisation of the life and activities of a submarine flotilla based there.
Directed by Kenneth More, the cast included Tony Wright, Frank Lawton, Garry Marsh,
Moray Watson, Bill Shine, Leon Peers, Walter Carr, Barry MacGregor, Leonard Kingston ,
Chuck Julian, Philip Brack, John Newbury and Leslie Goby. The sets were designed by
Anthony Holland.
The play also included four “walk-on non-speaking parts” performed by four pigs, called
Zsa Zsa. Tallulah, Vera and Bessy. In the play each pig is the mascot for a submarine,
playing an important part in the morale of the crews. For the Newcastle, Glasgow and
Edinburgh productions, owing to foot-and-mouth disease restrictions, the pigs had to be
substituted with dummies. Real pigs were promised for elsewhere. However, it seems that
after five weeks it was decided to abandon plans for a West End run, and the play was taken
off the road.
The tour consisted of Brighton, Glasgow Kings, Newcastle Royal, Edinburgh King’s,
Liverpool Royal Court.

THE GREENGAGE SUMMER (1961)
(American title: Loss of Innocence )
Susannah York, in just her second film, plays a young schoolgirl holidaying in France with
her sister (Jane Asher). There she meets and falls in love with an Englishman (Kenneth
More), a mysterious older man who turns out to be a gentleman jewel thief. It was filmed in
Epernay, in the Champagne region of France. Also in the cast were Danielle Darrieux and
Maurice Denham.

WE JOINED THE NAVY (1962)
Four sailors get caught up in political shenanigans in
the Mediterranean in this comedy directed by
Wendy Toye. It was shot on location in France, near
Cannes, and had a cast containing many of the
British actors who would later become TV sitcom
staples: Lloyd Nolan, Joan O’Brien, Derek Fowlds,
Graham Crowden, Esma Cannon, John Le Mesurier,
Jeremy Lloyd, Dinsdale Landen, Kenneth Griffith
and Warren Mitchell. It even included a cameo
appearance of Dirk Bogarde as Doctor Simon
Sparrow. In spite of all this it was dismissed as a
very soggy undertaking.

HEART TO HEART (TV 1962)
Written by Terence Rattigan, this 80minute BBC TV play about
a TV interviewer determined to expose a dodgy cabinet minister
had an outstanding cast. As well as Kenneth More, also
appearing were Ralph Richardson, Wendy Craig, Jean Marsh,
Angela Baddeley, Peter Sallis, and Megs Jenkins. It was
directed by Alvin Rakoff and originally broadcast on December
6th 1962. It was the first on the “Largest Theatre in the World”
series of plays

SOME PEOPLE (1962)
Kenneth More made this film for expenses only, playing a
welfare worker helping to put right a gang of teenage tearaways
in Bristol. It was made in aid of the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme and the National Playing Fields Association. In
the cast were Ray Brooks, Annika Wells, David Andrews,
David Hemmings, and Harry H. Corbett. One of the youngsters
in the cast was Angela Douglas, and this first meeting was to
lead to their eventual marriage.

THE LONGEST DAY (1962)
A huge-scale re-creation of the Normandy landings of 1944, this was a spectacular
blockbuster pulling together many different story-strands and providing parts for half the
famous actors of the
day.
Produced by
Darryl F. Zanuck this
was a Hollywood
Blockbuster of top
quality.
The four
cameramen shared an
Oscar for their work,
as did the special
effects team. Among
the players were John
Wayne,
Robert
Mitchum,
Henry
Fonda, Robert Ryan,
Richard Todd, Richard
Burton and Kenneth
More. It was released
in October 1962

COLLECT YOUR HAND BAGGAGE (TV 1963)
This was a one-off play in the ITV Playhouse series, written by John Mortimer and directed
by Ted Kotcheff. It was broadcast on August 29th, 1963. Kenneth More played the part of
Crispin, a middle-aged Lothario running away with a girl 25 years his junior. At the end she
lets him down, and he is left at the airport. The cast included Kathleen Breck, Barry Justice,
Anne Brooks, Brian Steele and Billy Russell.

OUT OF THE CROCODILE (1963)
The pre-London tour opened on October 7th 1963 at the New Theatre Oxford and then
played Nottingham Royal, and Liverpool Royal Court before opening in the West End at the
Phoenix Theatre on October 29th. The story told how Mr and Mrs Hampster (Celia Johnson
and Cyril Raymond) live in their Hampstead flat Monday to Friday, and in their Brighton
flat over the weekend. In a box-and-cox arrangement, Peter Pounce (Kenneth More), a
charming opportunist, does the same in reverse. It was a farce that never quite lived up to its
promise, although Celia Johnson especially came in for much praise. Kenneth More, back
on stage for the first time in eleven years, was welcomed, although critics thought his part
was not very plausible.

TALKING SPORT (TV 1963)
Kenneth More and Michael Bentine were guest stars on this BBC TV programme - an early
version of the “chat-show” format.
OUR MAN CRICHTON (1964)
This was a musical version of “The Admirable Crichton” by J. M.
Barrie, with music by David Lee and book and lyrics by Herbert
Kretzmer. Kenneth More had just appeared in a non-musical film
version of this story, keeping to the original story of the class
distinction between Crichton, the Butler, and his employer's
daughter, Lady Mary. When the noble family and servants are
shipwrecked on a desert island, Lady Mary gradually accepts his
superiority and even offers her love to him. However, once they are
rescued and back in society, the relationship returns to one where
Crichton is the servant.
Kenny’s co-star, Millicent Martin, was known for her chirpy, comic
persona, and would have been miscast and wasted as the aristocratic
Lady Mary. She was clearly right for the role of the maid, Tweeny,
and hence the decision to re-write the show so that the main love
relationship was between Tweeny and Crichton. This, of course,
destroyed most of the point of the story, and the show became a
kind of watered down early version of “Upstairs Downstairs” with
a lot of jolly songs.
The supporting cast included Patricia Lambert, George Benson,
David Kernan, Dilys Watling and Glyn Worsnip. The musical
opened on December 22nd 1964 at the Shaftesbury Theatre,
directed by Clifford Williams. Following mixed notices, it ran for
208 performances.

THE SCAPEGOAT (TV 1964)
“First Night” was a series of BBC single plays shown throughout 1963-64. Kenneth More
appeared in this one episode broadcast on February 15th 1964. He played the part of Major
Colum Fitzgerald. Others in the cast were Lyndon Brook, Frances White and Patrick
Newell. This episode was written by Simon Raven and directed by Prudence Fitzgerald.

THE COMEDY MAN (1964)
Kenneth More plays a seedy old actor who
gets the chance to make a television
commercial, and as a result suddenly
becomes a star. Also in the cast were Cecil
Parker, Dennis Price, Billie Whitelaw,
Norman Rossington, Angela Douglas,
Edmund Purdom, Frank Finlay and Alan
Dobie. It was directed by Alvin Rakoff.

It was not a success at the box office, and
marked a low point in Kenny’s career. He
was no longer considered a box office
attraction and the film offers, which had
been getting scarcer over the past few years
now completely dried up. He turned more
and more to television and returned to the
theatre.

OLD SOLDIERS (TV 1964)
This hour-long teleplay by Andrew Sinclair was broadcast on October 18th 1964, directed
by Jonathan Alwyn. It was part of the ABC TV “Armchair Theatre” series. Kenneth More
played a middle-aged Army major adjusting to civvy-street and domesticity. Also in the cast
were Francesca Annis, Basil Dignam, Derek Fowlds and Rachel Kempson.

THE COLLECTOR (1965)
Terence Stamp, Samantha Eggar and Mona Washbourne starred in this thriller about a
butterfly collector who adds a girl to his collection. William Wyler, the director, especially
wanted Kenneth More to play the (smallish) part of a doctor who features heavily in a kind
of prologue to the story. The final version ran for around three hours, and the studio insisted
on major cutting. Kenneth More’s entire part ended up on the cutting room floor, and he did
not appear in the finished film.

FINAL DEMAND (TV 1966)
This was a one-off episode in the Theatre 625 series on BBC Television, and was broadcast
on April 24th 1966. The episode was written by Hugh Whitemore and directed by Bill
Hayes. Kenneth more appeared alongside Michael Forest and Kenneth Wynne.
LORD RAINGO (TV 1966)
There were four episodes, shown on April 26th, May 3rd, 10th & 17th, 1966. The episodes
were titled “The Offer”, “Power”, “Doubts” and “Fear”. Kenneth More’s character was
named Sam Raingo. He appeared in all four episodes, as did Janet Suzman, Joss Ackland,
Joseph O’Connor and Diana Churchill. The series was directed by Peter Hammond and was
based on Arnold Bennett’s story of political dealings during the First World War, with
Kenneth More’s role based loosely on the wartime career of Lord Beaverbrook.
THE FORSYTE SAGA (TV 1967)
John Galsworthy’s novel, following the fortunes of the upper middle class Forsyte family
from 1879 to 1926, had been adapted into 26 episodes shown originally on BBC2 Saturday
evenings from January to July 1967, attracting audiences of around six million. However, it
was the Sunday evening repeats the following year that turned the series into the most
successful of its time. Some 18 million tuned in for the final episode in 1969. It was shown
in the USA on public television and was broadcast all over the world, becoming the first
BBC TV show to be sold to the Soviet Union.
Kenneth More played Jolyon, the head of the family, appearing in the first fifteen episodes
(until his onscreen death), with much of the story seen through his eyes. Its enormous
success completely revived Kenny’s flagging career, and made household names out of
Susan Hampshire, Nyree Dawn Porter and Eric Porter. Other names who appeared
throughout the series included Joseph O’Connor, Margaret Tyzack, Fay Compton, Terence
Alexander. Ursula Howells, Michael York and Martin Jarvis.
This was the last major BBC series to be made in black and white, which is the reason it has
not been repeated on the scale of later successful television production.

THE WHITE RABBIT (TV 1967)
The initial success of the BBC2 showing of “The
Forsyte Saga” led to Kenneth More being offered a
TV mini-series in which he played Frederick YeoThomas, an Anglo-Welshman who volunteers for a
dangerous undercover mission in Nazi-occupied Paris.
('The White Rabbit' is his code name.) 'Tommy' is
ordered to liaise with the Resistance, but he swiftly
gets betrayed, and is handed over to the Gestapo for
interrogation at 84 Avenue Foch and subjected to
brutal torture. After stints in several prisons and many
escape attempts, he ended up in Buchenwald
concentration camp, from which he eventually escaped
in 1945.
This was based on a real-life story, and Kenny’s
performance was felt by many to be the best of his
career, though there were some critics who found
there was too much “stiff upper lip” in the series.
The five 50 minute episodes were shown weekly
starting on September 16th 1967. The copyright was
held by Hal Chester who initially refused permission
for the series to be made because he intended to make
a feature film of the story. However, a deal was
struck whereby the BBC would make one
transmission only, would not repeat the programme
nor sell it elsewhere, and after its single showing,
would destroy all the tapes.

DARK OF THE SUN (1968)
(USA title: The Mercenaries )
This film gave Kenneth More fourth billing, and cast him
in the smallish part of a drunken doctor. At this point “The
Forsyte Saga” had not had its major impact on his career,
and he considered himself lucky to be working back in
films. It was shot in Jamaica and was a violent action-pic
starring Rod Taylor saving a train-load of Congolese from
diamond-hunting rebels. Other performers included Yvette
Mimieux, Peter Garsten, Jim Brown, André Morell and
Alan Gifford. It was directed by Jack Cardiff. It was not a
happy experience for Kenny.
However, whilst in Jamaica and feeling a little depressed
about the situation, he received a phone call from London
informing him of the phenomenal success of “The Forsyte
Saga” (now being repeated on BBC1), and being told that
churches were empty on Sunday evenings, and audience
ratings made it the most successful TV series ever known
in the UK. This more than made up for his low billing.

FRAULEIN DOKTOR (1969)
Filmed in Yugoslavia in the autumn of 1967, this was a
World War 1 story about real-life German spy, Anna Maria
Lesser (Suzy Kendall). Kenneth More played a British
Secret Service Colonel given the task of capturing the
notorious spy.
Also in the film were James Booth, Cappucine, Alexander
Knox, Nigel Green and Roberto Bisacco. It was a big
budget Dino de Laurentiis production filmed as a joint
Italian/Yugoslavian enterprise. It was released in Italy in
January 1969, but was not shown in the UK until 1970.
The film is nowadays regarded as one of the better WW1
films, though it did not make much impact at the time of its
original release.

THE SECRETARY BIRD (1968)
In September 1968 a short pre-London tour of a new comedy by William Douglas Home
opened at the Manchester Opera House. It was the story of Liz, who after twelve years of
marriage to her somewhat older husband Hugo (Kenneth More), decides that she has fallen
for John and wants a divorce. Hugo seems happy to acquiesce and provide the grounds particularly when the plan includes his pretty secretary as co-respondent in his own home!
The tour moved to Glasgow, Newcastle, Liverpool and Brighton before opening at the Savoy
on October 16th. It was a smash-hit. Critics raved over Kenneth More’s performance
praising his superb comic timing. He stayed with the play for a year. He took a short
holiday in the middle of the run, returning on June 14th, during which time his part was
played by Hugh Latimer. He finally left the cast in September 1969, handing over the John
Gregson. The play itself would finally end on June 10th 1972 - in its fourth year - and
would then go on a UK wide tour. As a result of his TV and now his stage success, Kenneth
More was once again back among the most sought after actors of the day.

OH WHAT A LOVELY WAR (1968)
This was Richard Attenborough’s first film as director, and treats the First World War as a
stylised end-of-the-pier show (based on the Theatre Workshop stage hit.) With an abundance
of visual razzle-dazzle and poignancy, the cast contains “half the British acting profession
from Olivier downwards”. Kenneth More was cast as Kaiser Wilhelm II
Cast members included: Ralph Richardson, Meriel Forbes, John Gielgud, Kenneth More,
John Clements, Paul Daneman, Joe Melia, Jack Hawkins, John Mills, Maggie Smith,
Michael Redgrave, Laurence Olivier, Susannah York, Dirk Bogarde, Phyllis Calvert and
Vanessa Redgrave. The film was released in March 1969, and won five BAFTAs

Left to right: Ian Holm (President Poincaré), Natasha Parry (Lady Robertson),
Guy Middleton (General Sir William Robertson), Ruth Kettlewell (Arch-Duchess Sophie),
Wensley Pithey (Archduke Franz Ferdinand), Kenneth More (Kaiser Wilhelm II),
Elizabeth Craven (Kaiserin), John Clements (General von Moltke)

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN (1969)
This all-star extravaganza was made to mark the 30th
anniversary of the real thing, and endeavoured to be an
accurate account of the summer and autumn of 1940 when
the RAF succeeded in a strategic defeat on the Luftwaffe,
thus ensuring the cancellation of the planned invasion of
Britain.
The film is notable for its spectacular flying sequences,
which made it a very expensive production. Directed by
Guy Hamilton, the cast list was impressive: Laurence
Olivier, Robert Shaw, Michael Caine, Christopher
Plummer, Susannah York, Trevor Howard, Ralph
Richardson, Patrick Wymark, Michael Redgrave, Curt
Jurgens, Karl-Otto Alberty.
Kenneth More, now too old to play an active pilot, was
featured as a station commander. Although a critical
success, and popular at the box office, it was not initially popular enough to recover its
enormous production costs.

IF IT MOVES IT’S RUDE (TV 1969)
This 50 minute long BBC film, directed and written by Robert Vas, told the story of the
Windmill Theatre and its 33 years of Revuedeville shows. It featured on-screen
contributions from Jimmy Edwards, Arthur English, Bruce Forsyth, Pearl Hackney, Stanley
Holloway, Alfred Marks, Des O 'Connor, Harry Secombe and Sheila Van Damm. The film
was narrated by Kenneth More. It was broadcast on December 26th 1969.

SCROOGE (1970)
This was a musical version with songs by Leslie Bricusse. (A stage show was later reworked from the original screenplay.) Albert Finney played Scrooge, and Edith Evans, Alec
Guinness and Kenneth More were the three Christmas ghosts. The film was nominated for
four Oscars, five Golden Globes, and a BAFTA, and remains a popular Christmas attraction
repeated most years on television. Directed by Ronald Neame, it was released in November
1970 and had been filmed earlier in the year.

THE WINSLOW BOY (1970)

THE WINSLOW BOY (1970)

“The Winslow Boy” is Terence
Rattigan’s story based on an actual
incident in the Edwardian era,
which took place at the Royal
Naval College, Osborne, when a
young naval cadet was wrongfully
accused of stealing a five-shilling
postal order.
The nation’s press became
fascinated by a father’s singleminded efforts to risk his family’s
savings and the future of his two
other children to clear the name of
his youngest child.
Kenneth More played Sir Robert
Morton, the barrister who decides
to defend the boy. His formidable
and richly humorous performance
came in for great praise.
The rest of the cast included Megs
Jenkins, Laurence Naismith,
Annette Crosbie, Hilda Fenemore,
Christopher Cazenove, Peter
Cellier, Peter Gale, and Steven
Pacey as the young boy, Ronnie.
(The part of Ronnie was later
played by Simon Butteriss).
It was directed by Frith Banbury.
It did a short pre-London tour
beginning at Brighton in October
1970 and including Brighton
before opening in the West End at
the New on November 5th. It ran
until May 29th, 1971.
Following the West End run the
play did a further provincial tour,
with Richard Todd playing Sir
Robert Morton.

GETTING ON (1971)
The pre-London tour began at Brighton on September 28th
1971 and then opened at the Queen’s in the West End on
October 14th. It was Alan Bennett’s second play and the
“Getting On” of the title referred both to success and to age,
both inexorably fading for George Oliver, a backbench
Labour MP and his bric-a-brac collecting second wife.
Kenneth More’s performance was praised for “catching
exactly the desperation of a young lion facing middle age
with precious too little to show for it.”
The production was fraught with difficulties. Alan Bennett
felt the cast, especially Kenneth More and Mona
Washbourne, were playing too much for comedy, softening
the edges and diluting the acid which underlay his satire.
When he allegedly reduced Mona Washbourne to tears at one
late rehearsal, a row broke out, and Kenneth More demanded
Alan Bennett be banned from all future rehearsals, and
threatened to walk out if the directors did not agree.
One or two of the major newspaper critics repeated Bennett’s
criticism in almost exactly the same words, and Kenneth
More claimed Alan Bennett had “nobbled” them in advance.
When the play was published, Alan Bennett wrote a preface
expressing his dissatisfaction with Kenneth More. Clearly no
love was lost between the two of them.
However, the play won the Evening Standard award for Best
Comedy of the Year, and it was a success with audiences,
consistently doing excellent business. The run ended on May
27th 1972 because of Kenneth More’s prior filming
commitment. A subsequent provincial tour starred Richard
Greene, Derek Bond and Susan Jameson.

SIX FACES (TV 1972)
This was a BBC drama series about Richard Drew (Kenneth More), a businessman who
presents a different “face” and personality to everyone he meets. The story is told from the
viewpoints of six people who come into contact with him. Kenneth More appeared in all six
episodes, and the other performers were Zena Walker (4 episodes), Kika Markham (3), Eve
Pearce (3), Joss Ackland (2), Veronica Lang (2), Hildegard Neil (2) and Michael Petrovitch
(2). The series was directed by Alastair Reid and written by Julian Bond. The episodes were
shown weekly from September 24th 1972.

SIGN OF THE TIMES (1973)
Originally announced to open on
March 27th at Birmingham then
to play Southsea, Newcastle,
Oxford and Brighton before
going into the West End, the
whole project was delayed at the
last minute when Kenneth More
developed kidney stone trouble.
It eventually opened on May 25th
at Southsea, with Norwich to
follow, then previews in London
from June 12th, with an official
opening at the Vaudeville on
June 19th. The cast included
Den nis Ramsde n, Sandra
Duncan, Liza Goddard, Joan
Sterndale Bennett and Norman
Beaton.
The play featured Kenneth More as a reporter for the “Times”
who is suddenly given the job of writing horoscopes. Initially he hates the idea, but realises he
can work it to his advantage if he can influence Kate, the girl he fancies, to fancy him, by
“directing” her through his newspaper predictions. It was a somewhat patchy comedy-farce,
with certain scenes that worked very well, and others where everything seemed contrived.
Kenny was described as “ruggedly suave, appealing and amusing” but even an artist of his
ability “cannot always turn leaden things into gold.” It was withdrawn within 3 months.

FATHER BROWN (TV 1974)
Father Brown (his motto “Have Bible, will travel”) is a Roman Catholic priest in the 1920s.
Wily and perceptive, he is a mild-mannered, easy-going criminologist who solves cases
using a mixture of human understanding and conventional detection. In this series of 13
episodes loosely based on the stories
of G. K. Chesterton, Father Brown
(Kenneth More) aided by his close
friend Hercule Flambeau (Dennis
Burgess) identifies a decapitated
corpse at a garden party, helps a
young girl avoid blackmail, and so
on.
The original series, an ATV
production, mostly written by Hugh
Leonard, was shown between
September 26th and December 19th
1974.

OPENING OF THE KENNETH MORE THEATRE (1975)
The Kenneth More Theatre was officially opened on January 3rd 1975 by Kenneth More
himself in the presence of local dignitaries and guests from the world of theatre. The
opening production, John Gay’s “The Beggar’s Opera”, had begun previews on December
31st 1974.
At the start of the 20th Century many theatres were named after the manager who paid for
their construction, and frequently this person was an actor-manager. Hence theatres like
Toole’s, Terry’s, Daly’s, the Stoll and Wyndhams. However, these were named after the
owner and not in honour of a living performer. The 1960s onwards saw an occasional
naming of new theatres after living actors and actresses.
This was, however, a
rare and special honour
accorded to very few:
the (Peggy) Ashcroft
Theatre, Croydon, the
(S y b i l ) Th o rndik e
Theatre, Leatherhead,
the (Michael) Redgrave
Theatre, Farnham, and
now, the Kenneth More
Theatre in Ilford. This
was an exceptional
honour for a living
actor, and Kenneth
More was inordinately
proud
and
very
supportive of this new
undertaking.

GOOSE WITH PEPPER (TV 1975)
The peaceful retirement of
Brigadier Salt Lumley
(Kenneth More) is shattered by the arrival on his doorstep
of his former Company Sergeant Major, CSM Goosely
(Nigel Davenport).
This hour long Anglia TV one-off play, directed by John
Jacobs, was broadcast on August 12th 1975. Others in the
cast were Maria Aitken, Angela Douglas, Christopher
Timothy. Clive Morton, Freddie Lees and John Savident.

IN PRAISE OF LOVE (TV 1975)
This was an Anglia television production with Kenneth
More and Claire Bloom. Terence Rattigan’s one-act play
had been inspired by the marriage of Rex Harrison and Kay
Kendall at the time she was dying of leukaemia. (He knew,
she did not know.) It is a story of unspoken love and pain,
and this TV version was much acclaimed for the poignancy
and sincerity of the two leads.

JOURNEY TO THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH (1976)
(Original title: Viaje al Centro de la Terra
also released as: Where Time Began)
This was a remake of the 1959 film, filmed in Spain with a Spanish cast, a Spanish director
and Spanish dialogue. Kenneth More was dubbed when the film was released in Spain in
August 1977. When the film was released in an English version, the Spanish actors were
dubbed around Kenneth More’s own voice.
The cast included well-known Spanish actors: Pep Munné, Ivonne Sentis, Frank Braña, José
Maria Caffarel, and Emiliano Redondo. The story involved Professor Otto Lindenbrock
(Kenneth More) assembling an expedition to go down through a volcano to test a theory that
beneath the surface of the Earth there is a land of unknown plants and animals.

THE SLIPPER AND THE ROSE (1976)
This musical remake of the Cinderella story, using songs by
Robert & Richard Sherman and directed by Bryan Forbes, was a
box office winner, due mainly to the enchanting Cinderella
(Gemma Craven) and the very handsome Prince (Richard
Chamberlain).
There were some delightful cameos from Kenneth More (Lord
Chamberlain), Annette Crosbie (Fairy Godmother), Margaret
Lockwood (Wicked Stepmother) and a farewell appearance from
88 year old Dame Edith Evans (Dowager Queen). Other in the
cast were Michael Hordern, Lally Bowers, Christopher Gable,
Julian Orchard, Rosaline Ayres and Sherrie Hewson.
It
received
nominations for
Best
Music
Score and Best
Song at the
Oscars, and won a BAFTA for the Best
Costume Design. It was a box office
success in the UK, but met with less
enthusiasm in the USA, where the New
York Times critic said “Mr Chamberlain
and Miss Craven have impossible roles
that are less like characters in a fairy tale
than pictures on a jar of peanut butter”.

THE ROCKING HORSE WINNER (TV 1977)
A young boy (Nigel Rhodes), while riding his rocking horse, can predict which horse will
win at the race. Kenneth More played the boy’s uncle, and others in the cast included Angela
Thorne, Peter Cellier, Chris Harris and Gwen Nelson. It was adapted from a D.H. Lawrence
short story and directed by the Hungarian, Peter Medak for HTV, the Welsh television
company.

THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY (1977)
On Sunday April 3rd 1977 Kenneth More made his debut in
the theatre that has been named after him. In the 18 months
since the Kenneth More Theatre opened he had been trying to
find an empty slot in his diary so that he could achieve what
he described as the ultimate dream
- Kenneth More
appearing at the “Kenneth More”, a unique honour. The
show was an evening of prose and poetry entitled “Kenneth
More requests the Pleasure of Your Company”. Appearing
with him were Vivyan Ellacott, Roderick Elms, Edna
Graham, Barbara Hills and Eleanor Thomas.

ON APPROVAL (1977)
This was a Birmingham Repertory Theatre production intended to
come into the West End to mark the 50th anniversary of the play’s
premiere. It opened in Birmingham on June 13th 1977 and came to
the Vaudeville on June 28th for a strictly
limited season, running until September
17th.
The wealthy widow Maria Wislack
(Patricia Routledge) decides to take
Richard away to her Scottish island for a
month's trial "on approval" to see if they
are compatible for possible marriage.
Richard’s friend, the egotistical Duke of
Bristol, (Kenneth More) contrives to be there as well, and meets
Helen, who falls in love with the Duke. Circumstances force them
all to stay on the island for a month, by which time the
outrageously bad behaviour of Maria and the Duke persuade Helen
and Richard to flee the island and not marry either of them.

LEOPARD IN THE SNOW (1978)
“A weepie melodrama in which a well-bred girl
(Susan Penhaligon) falls for a bottled-up
limping, racing driver (Keir Dullea) who’s
saved her from a North Country blizzard” - that
was the description of this, the first film
adaptation of one of the highly successful
Harlequin/Mills & Boon paperback romances.
The movie was not a success, and Harlequin
did not try one again for many years. Kenneth
More played Sir Philip James. Also in the film
were Billie Whitelaw, Gordon Thomson,
Jeremy Kemp and Yvonne Masters. It was
released in March 1978.

AN ENGLISHMAN’S CASTLE (TV 1978)
A three-part BBC series set in an alternative 1970's, in an England occupied by Germany
after they won the Second World War. Peter Ingram (Kenneth More) is a writer on a
popular soap opera (also titled "An Englishman's Castle) that is set in London during the
Blitz. Ingram lives a quiet, boring life, deliberately oblivious to the subtle rule of the local
Nazis. His eyes are opened when the woman he is involved with reveals that she is both a
Jew and a member of the Underground. Will Peter help overthrow his countries oppressors?
The three 50 minute episodes were shown from June 5th 1978, and the cast included Isla
Blair, Anthony Bate, Kathleen Byron, Noel Dyson, Ron Edwards and Nigel Havers.

TWO STARS FOR COMFORT (TV 1977)
It’s 1953 and hotel owner Sam Turner (Kenneth More) is looking forward to the summer
regatta, where he has high hopes of pepping up his love life by seducing the Queen of the
Regatta. The cast included William Fox, Sheridan Fitzgerald, Judy Parfitt. It was written by
John Mortimer and directed by Dennis Vance for ATV .

THE SILENT WITNESS (1977)
This was a 55 minute documentary, now regarded as a classic,
produced and directed by David Rolfe, and the winner of the
BAFTA Documentary in 1978. It was the first in-depth film
dedicated to the subject of the Shroud of Turin, and recreated in
striking detail many important scenes from the Shroud’s history. It
was made with the cooperation of the Turin authorities and
reflects the extent of Shroud knowledge circa 1977. The film was
narrated by Kenneth More.

THE SPACEMAN AND KING ARTHUR (1979)
(American title: Unidentified Flying Oddball)
This was the Disney Studio’s reworking of Mark Twain’s “A
Connecticut Yankee at King Arthur’s Court”, in which an
astronaut shoots into space and travels back to the year 508 to
meet King Arthur himself (Kenneth More).
There’s a plot by wicked Mordred (Jim Dale) and Merlin (Ron
Moody) to depose Arthur. Also in the film were Dennis
Dugan, John le Mesurier, Robert Beatty and Rodney Bewes.

THE PUMP (TV 1980)
An hour-long TV play about heart surgery, written and narrated by James Cameron and
based on his own real-life experiences. Kenneth More led the cast as John Carter, Ann
Firbank played his wife, and Angela Douglas played a Hospital Sister. The rest of the cast
included Philip Stone, Patrick McAlinney and Roman Stefanski. It was made by Yorkshire
Television and broadcast on February 6th 1980.
FIRST KENNETH MORE THEATRE AWARDS PRESENTATION (1980)
On Sunday 17th February 1980 Kenneth More took enormous delight in presenting the first
annual “Kenny Awards” at the Kenneth More Theatre. He talked of his great pride in having
such a successful theatre named after him, and of the uniqueness of having his name on a
series of awards - just like the Oscars. Those people appearing in the show with him were
alarmed at his obvious illness. He was a little unsteady on his feet and had some difficulty
with speaking, and he privately expressed the worry that the audience might think he had
been drinking too much.
However, the worried fellow actors were inspired by his bravery and professionalism when
he went on stage and carried on as if nothing was wrong. No one in the audience would
have guessed how ill he was. He privately confirmed that he was suffering from Parkinson’s
Disease, though he ddidn’t want the fact made public at the moment.

A TALE OF TWO CITIES (TV 1980)
Filmed in Vincennes and Val de Marne in France and in Pinewood Studios in the UK, this
was a made for TV movie directed by Jim Goddard. It
starred Chris Sarandon doubling the roles of Sydney
Carton and Charles Darnay, with Peter Cushing, Barry
Morse, Billie Whitelaw, Nigel Hawthorne, Flora Robson
as Miss Pross and Kenneth More as Dr Jarvis Lorry. An
obviously ageing and frailer Kenneth More gave a great
performance as the officious but kindly banker, Dr Jarvis
Lorry, and 78 year old Flora Robson was much praised
as the sharp-tongued chaperone.
The film was criticised for taking some liberties with the
novel, but audiences enjoyed it and it was nominated for
a Golden Globe as the Best Mini-Series or Motion
Picture made for TV. It was also nominated for a
Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Costume
Design. It was released in the USA in December 1980
and did much better business in America than on its
subsequent UK release.

Kenneth More, CBE, died on Monday July 12th 1982, with Angela Douglas at
his bedside. On Tuesday the Kenneth More Theatre remained closed all day,
and during the evening the theatre’s canopy lights were turned off in the
traditional tribute.

Publications

•
•
•

Happy Go Lucky (1959)
Kindly Leave the Stage (1965)
More or Less (1978)

Awards and Honours
1953 BAFTA Nomination as Best British Actor for “Genevieve”
1954 BAFTA Won Best British Actor for “Doctor in the House”
1955 VENICE FILM FESTIVAL :Won Best Actor for “The Deep Blue Sea”
1955 VARIETY CLUB: Won Most Promising International Star
1955 BAFTA Nomination as Best British Actor for “The Deep Blue Sea”
1956 BAFTA Nomination as Best British Actor for “Reach for the Sky”
1956 PICTUREGOER MAGAZINE Won Best Actor Award for “Reach for the Sky”
1970 NEW YEAR’S HONOURS Awarded the CBE

Box Office Ratings
British exhibitors regularly voted Kenneth More one of the most popular stars at
the local box office in an annual poll conducted by the Motion Picture Herald:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1954 - 5th most popular British star
1955 - 5th most popular British star[
1956 - most popular international star
1957 - 2nd most popular international star
1958 - 3rd most popular international star
1959 - most popular British star
1960 - most popular international star
1961 - 3rd most popular international star
1962 - 4th most popular international star

